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Introduction

Companies participating in the specification of MIMO OTA testing methodologies [1] have reached agreement during the 3GPP RAN4 #63 meeting on the framework of utilizing absolute data throughput to perform a comparison across the different proposed methodologies [2].  During the CTIA MOSG meeting that followed, this framework was presented and discussed in [3].  In addition, CTIA has launched an inter-lab/inter-technique OTA performance comparison testing campaign [4] and has incorporated the absolute data throughput comparison framework into the campaign’s test plan.  A detailed discussion of the absolute data throughput framework followed the presentation of [6] and [7] at the 3GPP RAN4 #64 meeting and was captured in [8].  This contribution is a text proposal for TR 37.977 [5] to define the antenna pattern data format, emulation of antenna pattern rotation, testing equipment interconnection, and the output data format.

Proposal

It is proposed to approve the text proposal for TR 37.977 on the absolute data throughput comparison framework.
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Reference Antennas and Devices Testing

9.1
Reference Antennas design
<Editor: Text to be added>

9.2
Reference Devices

9.3
Description of Tests with Reference Antennas and Devices
9.3.1
The Absolute Data Throughput Comparison Framework
9.3.1.1
Introduction

In an effort to compare different MIMO OTA methodologies’ results to conducted results under the implementations of channel models defined in Section 8.2, the absolute data throughput comparison framework has been defined.  By utilizing the reference antennas (Section 9.1) and reference devices (Section 9.2), this framework shall be used to compare each MIMO OTA testing method’s ability to emulate the specified network and channel propagation characteristics based on an absolute data throughput metric.

The framework consists of a set of conducted (Figure 9.3.1.1-1) and radiated (Figure 9.3.1.1-2) measurements of MIMO throughput (Section 5.1.1).
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Figure 9.3.1.1-1: Method of measuring the conducted absolute throughput reference performance
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Figure 9.3.1.1-2: Method of measuring the absolute radiated data throughput metric with the reference antennas
The following sub-sections define the antenna pattern data format, emulation of antenna pattern rotation, absolute data throughput measurement enabler, and the output data format.
9.3.1.2
Antenna Pattern Data Format
The antenna pattern data format—used in the conducted portion of the measurements—shall be in the 3D AAU format as defined by COST IC1004 [14].  Table 9.3.1.2-1 below illustrates the header structure with a sample data set.
Table 9.3.1.2-1: Auxiliary informational header
[image: image3.emf]
In this table we further define the following parameters:

•
Position 1 on Line 1 shall indicate the measurement frequency.

•
Position 2 on Line 1 shall indicate the frequency units to be MHz.

•
Position 3 on Line 1 shall indicate the antenna index 1 or 2.

•
Antenna index is defined as:  antenna index 1 defined as left antenna (portrait front view, from RF enclosure side), antenna index 2 defined as right antenna (portrait front view, from RF enclosure side)

•
Position 4 on Line 1 shall be G.

•
Position 5 on Line 1 shall be dBi

•
Positions 3, 4, and 6 on Line 2 shall describe the measured gain in dBi.

The file name format shall be defined as “(lab acronym)_(antenna serial number)_CTIA_MIMO 2x2_Band(B7, B13..Bxx)_(Good, Nominal, or Bad)_Ant(1 or 2).3daau”.
Based on experiments taken with low (<1GHz) and high (>1.8GHz) frequency band antennas, the magnitude of the complex correlation coefficient generated from measured data remains unchanged from higher resolution antenna pattern measurements up to 15 degrees resolution in theta and phi orientations.  To align with current COST IC1004 TWGO MIMO OTA topic group proposed resolution for 3D MIMO OTA complex radiation pattern  measurements, the antenna pattern measurement step size in theta and phi shall be no more than 5 degrees. In the specific case of 2D measurements theta is fixed at 90 degrees.
9.3.1.3
Emulation of Antenna Pattern Rotation
For the conducted portion of the absolute data throughput framework, it is necessary to generate the spatially filtered channel impulse response per polarization and then combine to generate the emulated channel impulse response coefficients.  The measured antenna pattern shall be interpolated to match the spatial resolution of the angles of arrival of the SCME channel emulator (this value is typically 1 degrees).  Figure 9.3.1.3-1 below illustrates an example of this procedure using a simplified antenna pattern and channel PAS.
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Figure 9.3.1.3-1: Rotation of antenna pattern over azimuth positions
In general, the emulation of antenna pattern rotation is specific to the channel model.  For 2D channel models antenna pattern rotation shall be performed over 360 degrees in 30 degree steps (12 total positions).  For other channel models this process is FFS.

This process may be automated with channel emulator control software or performed manually.  The output data format is described in Section 9.3.1.5.

9.3.1.4
Absolute Data Throughput Measurement Enabler
The fundamental enabler for the adoption of the Absolute Data Throughput metric is the ability to apply the complex radiation pattern to the channel for the conducted portion of the test.  Such conducted measurements can be performed manually; however, without an application (SW) to rotate the loaded antenna complex radiation pattern, the measurement may become very time consuming and prone to human errors.  Automation of this process is highly recommended.
9.3.1.5
Output Data Format
A unified data format for recording the conducted and radiated test results by each lab is defined in Tables 9.3.1.5-1 and 9.3.1.5-2 below.
Table 9.3.1.5-1: Conducted measurement data table format

	Absolute data throughput: conducted measurement data
	
	
	
	

	ID
	<measurement ID>
	
	
	

	Lab info
	<lab name, location, chamber ID>
	
	
	

	Date
	<YYYY-MM-DD>
	
	
	

	eNodeB emulator
	<manufacturer name, model number, serial number>
	
	
	

	eNodeB emulator version
	<hardware and firmware version numbers>
	
	
	

	eNodeB test application name and version
	<test application name and version>
	
	
	

	eNodeB ant config
	Sec 7.2 in 37.977
	
	
	

	eNodeB PHY config
	Sec 7.1 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Band
	<band num>
	
	
	

	DL channel
	<channel num
	
	
	

	UL channel
	<channel num
	
	
	

	RMC
	<R.11 or R.35>
	
	
	

	Transmission Mode
	<TM2 or TM3>
	
	
	

	Num subframes per SNR pt
	
	
	
	

	Channel emulator
	<manufacturer name, model number, serial number>
	
	
	

	Channel emulator version
	<hardware and firmware version numbers>
	
	
	

	Channel model config
	Sec 8.2 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Channel model
	<UMi, UMa, etc>
	
	
	

	Emulated vehicular speed
	<speed in km/h>
	
	
	

	Reference antenna classification
	<good, nominal, or bad>
	
	
	

	Ant1 pattern
	<filename of reference antenna data as described in Sec 9.3.1.2>
	
	
	

	Ant2 pattern
	<filename of reference antenna data as described in Sec 9.3.1.2>
	
	
	

	UE manufacturer
	<manufacturer name>
	
	
	

	UE model
	<model name>
	
	
	

	UE ID
	<IMEI and possible additional unique ID number>
	
	
	

	Max theoretical throughput
	<kbps>
	
	
	

	Num theta positions
	Sec 9.3.1.3 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Theta positions
	Sec 9.3.1.3 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Num phi positions
	Sec 9.3.1.3 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Phi positions
	Sec 9.3.1.3 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Test plan name and version
	
	
	
	

	Comments
	
	
	
	

	Test points per single position below
	Skip if not applicable
	
	 
	 

	Theta (deg)
	Phi (deg)
	RS EPRE (dBm/15 kHz)
	DL SNR (dB)
	DL TPT (kbps)

	90
	0
	r_max
	s_max
	TPT_max

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	0
	r_1
	s_1
	TPT_1

	90
	0
	r_2
	s_2
	TPT_2

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	0
	r_min
	s_min
	TPT_min

	90
	30
	r_max
	s_max
	TPT_max

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	30
	r_1
	s_1
	TPT_1

	90
	30
	r_2
	s_2
	TPT_2

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	30
	r_min
	s_min
	TPT_min

	Spatial average results below
	
	
	
	

	RS EPRE (dBm/15 kHz)
	DL SNR (dB)
	AVG DL TPT (kbps)
	Comments
	

	r_max
	s_max
	TPT_max
	
	

	…
	...
	...
	
	

	r_1
	s_1
	TPT_1
	
	

	r_2
	s_2
	TPT_2
	
	

	…
	...
	...
	
	

	r_min
	s_min
	TPT_min
	
	


Table 9.3.1.5-2: Radiated measurement data table format
	Absolute data throughput: radiated measurement data
	
	
	
	

	ID
	<measurement ID>
	
	
	

	Lab info
	<lab name, location, chamber ID>
	
	
	

	Date
	<YYYY-MM-DD>
	
	
	

	Test methodology
	
	
	
	

	eNodeB emulator
	<manufacturer name, model number, serial number>
	
	
	

	eNodeB emulator version
	<hardware and firmware version numbers>
	
	
	

	eNodeB test application name and version
	<test application name and version>
	
	
	

	eNodeB ant config
	Sec 7.2 in 37.977
	
	
	

	eNodeB PHY config
	Sec 7.1 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Band
	<band num>
	
	
	

	DL channel
	<channel num
	
	
	

	UL channel
	<channel num
	
	
	

	RMC
	<R.11 or R.35>
	
	
	

	Transmission Mode
	<TM2 or TM3>
	
	
	

	Num subframes per SNR pt
	
	
	
	

	Channel emulator
	<manufacturer name, model number, serial number>
	
	
	

	Channel emulator version
	<hardware and firmware version numbers>
	
	
	

	Channel model config
	Sec 8.2 in 37.977
	
	
	

	Channel model
	<UMi, UMa, etc>
	
	
	

	Emulated vehicular speed
	<speed in km/h>
	
	
	

	Reference antenna classification and serial number
	<(good, nominal, or bad)_SN>
	
	
	

	Ant 1
	<Tx/Rx port of the UE>
	
	
	

	Ant 2
	<Rx port of the UE>
	
	
	

	UE manufacturer
	<manufacturer name>
	
	
	

	UE model
	<model name>
	
	
	

	UE ID
	<IMEI and possible additional unique ID number>
	
	
	

	Max theoretical throughput
	<kbps>
	
	
	

	Num theta positions
	<if applicable>
	
	
	

	Theta positions
	<if applicable>
	
	
	

	Num phi positions
	<if applicable>
	
	
	

	Phi positions
	<if applicable>
	
	
	

	Configuration of testing antennas in chamber
	<detailed description>
	
	
	

	Test plan name and version
	
	
	
	

	Comments
	
	
	
	

	Test points per single position below
	Skip if not applicable
	
	 
	 

	Theta (deg)
	Phi (deg)
	RS EPRE (dBm/15 kHz)
	DL SNR (dB)
	DL TPT (kbps)

	90
	0
	r_max
	s_max
	TPT_max

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	0
	r_1
	s_1
	TPT_1

	90
	0
	r_2
	s_2
	TPT_2

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	0
	r_min
	s_min
	TPT_min

	90
	30
	r_max
	s_max
	TPT_max

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	30
	r_1
	s_1
	TPT_1

	90
	30
	r_2
	s_2
	TPT_2

	...
	...
	…
	...
	...

	90
	30
	r_min
	s_min
	TPT_min

	Spatial average results below
	
	
	
	

	RS EPRE (dBm/15 kHz)
	DL SNR (dB)
	AVG DL TPT (kbps)
	Comments
	

	r_max
	s_max
	TPT_max
	
	

	…
	...
	...
	
	

	r_1
	s_1
	TPT_1
	
	

	r_2
	s_2
	TPT_2
	
	

	…
	...
	...
	
	

	r_min
	s_min
	TPT_min
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