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RAN2 has discussed the minimum value of the expiration timer for System Information Block 7. In TS 25.331 V 3.6.0, this has been set to a value of [320 ms], which is subject to confirmation (and therefore in square brackets). The UE sets the value of the timer to MAX ([320 ms], SIB_REP * ExpirationTimeFactor). 

In RAN WG2#21, it was proposed to decrease the minimum value of the range to 80 ms since it is not clear what the best value of the timer should be and this change would then give flexibility to operators to specify the value of their choice for the traffic mix in the cell. Note that this does not require the UE to read the System Information Block 7 every 80 ms since the UE reads System Information Block 7 only when required. This would imply however, that in the case where the UE makes RACH attempts in quick succession, it would need to read the System Information Block 7 rather frequently. Further note that System Information Block 7 is of minimal size.

RAN WG2 therefore requests the opinion of RAN WG1 and RAN WG4 on this matter.
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