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TSG-SA WG1 thanks TSG-RAN WG2 for their liaison statement (R2-002138) regarding time measurement accuracy and the provision of different UE accuracy classes for Location Services.  It would be appreciated if RAN2 or RAN4 could provide further clarification of the justification for the establishment of UE accuracy classes.

We are of the opinion that the accuracy requirements for different value added location services varies greatly, and may range from kilometres to less than 10 meters across a continuous spectrum of values.

It is our understanding that for all positioning methods, the actual accuracy achieved for any given single positioning of a mobile can vary substantially depending on a large number of dynamic factors.  Thus the accuracy experienced for a given positioning can not be predicted based on the capabilities of the handset.  A “low granularity” method may produce a relatively high accurate estimate under ideal conditions, and a “high granularity” method may yield a relatively low accuracy under adverse conditions.

When a location positioning occurs, not only is the position of the MS determined, but an estimate of the accuracy is also provided.  The application (client) may then take into consideration the estimated accuracy as part of its determination of the degree to which the positioning meets the requirements of the application.

Conclusion

We are therefore of the opinion that no requirement exists for the provision of UE accuracy classes.  Furthermore, concern exists that the usage of accuracy classes may actually preclude the provision of services in some instances.

