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11.1.2.2
Option 2 (PDCP/RLC split)
Option 2 may be a base on an X2-like design due to similarity on U-plane but some functionality may be different e.g. C-plane since some new procedures may be needed.
Option 2-1 Split U-plane only (3C like split)
Description:  In this split option, RRC, PDCP are in the central unit. RLC, MAC, physical layer and RF are in the distributed unit.  
Benefits and Justification: 
-
This option will allow traffic aggregation from NR and E-UTRA transmission points to be centralized.  Additionally, it can facilitate the management of traffic load between NR and E-UTRA transmission points.   
-
Fundamentals for achieving a PDCP-RLC split have already been standardized for LTE Dual Connectivity, alternative 3C. Therefore this split option should be the most straightforward option to standardize and the incremental effort required to standardize it should be relatively small. [Further study needed for C-plane]
-
The alignment between LTE-NR tight interworking and functional split may be beneficial at least in user-plane, considering migration.

NOTE:
An enhancement for the fast-centralized retransmission of lost RLC PDUs in this option was identified, but the solution details were not discussed in this study.
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