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1
Introduction
It is acknowledged that most companies in RAN3 desire to get to one standardized option for Higher Layer split between CU and DU.   
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Way Forward on Higher Layer Functional Split Between CU and DU


Normative work for higher layer split options shall focus on Options 2 and Option 3-1.  Down selection between options 2 & Option 3-1 should take place early in the normative phase (e.g. by April meeting).
A single High Layer split option (e. g. Option 2-1, Option 2-2 or Option 3-1) shall be specified at end of NR WI.   
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Conclusions
For higher layer split options, RAN3 conclusion is that Options 2 and Option 3-1 are the most attractive options and are technically feasible. At least one option should be specified in stage 2 and stage 3. Normative work for higher layer split options should be started focusing on Options 2 and Option 3-1. A decision of the down selection between Options 2 & Option 3-1 should be taken early in the normative work phase. 
