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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on further mobility enhancements and would like to provide intermediate feedback to RAN2 on the actions to check data forwarding and other operations when a UE continues to exchange data with the source eNB after the reception of the RRC message triggering the handover procedure.
RAN3 has looked at different options for data forwarding for handover (similar principles can be applied for DC case accordingly). The following two major options have been selected for further evaluation:

Option 1: The source eNB starts data forwarding when it decides to stop exchanging data with the UE. The timing for starting data forwarding is determined by an implementation dependent method. The source eNB sends legacy SN Status Transfer message to the target eNB.
Option 2: After sending RRC message triggering the handover procedure, the source eNB can continue transmitting data over the air, and forwarding the data over X2-U towards the target eNB concurrently. The DL PDCP status signalled to the target eNB may take into account DL PDCP SDUs known by the source eNB but not yet transmitted over the air, within a limit defined by the SN range. Received UL data is forwarded to the target eNB, which will update its UL PDCP Status based on the forwarded data.

RAN3 will proceed with normative work on the option(s) by taking RAN2 feedback into account.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 Group. 
ACTION:
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to provide feedback on the two options.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

 3GPPRAN3#94
14 - 18 Nov 2016
Reno, Nevada, USA
 3GPPRAN3#95
13 – 17 Feb 2017   
Athens, Greece

