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1   Introduction
In RAN3#89bis meeting, it was agreed that:

· The MCE only confirms the reception of the MBMS Session Start request to the MME, after the MCE receives at least one confirmation from the eNB(s). [1] (Case A)
· If the MCE determines that the necessary MBMS resources for the MBMS Session could not be established in any involved cell when using SC-PTM, the MME shall be informed by the MBMS SESSION START FAILURE message including a suitable cause value. [3] (Case B)
And it is FFS if when the MCE has received the MBMS Cell List IE and is not involved in the broadcast it shall reply with MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE. [3] (Case C)
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Figure1 Session Start procedure
Figure1 illustrates these three cases A, B and C, in this contribution, we analyses the Session Start Response and Failure cases of Case C.
2   Discussion
Considering of  the scenario that the MME is aware of “the cells controlled by each MCE” and “the cells belongs to each MBSFN area” (e.g. via OAM), the MME will at least trigger MBMS Session Start procedure towards the MCEs which controls the cells belongs to the related MBSFN area. 
· In centralized MCE architecture, as all the cells belongs to the same MBSFN area are controlled by the same MCE, only the MCEs controls the indicated cells will receive the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message from the MME. 

· In distributed MCE architecture, many MCEs within the related MBSFN area will receive the message from the MME, and in case the MCEs decide to perform SC-PTM, it is likely that some of the MCEs are not controlling any cell in the indicated cell list. 
On the other hand, if the MME is not aware of “the cells controlled by each MCE” and “the cells belong to each MBSFN area”, the MME will trigger MBMS Session Start procedure towards all the MCEs belongs to the SAI. If the MCEs decide to perform SC-PTM, it is also likely that some of the MCEs are not controlling any cell in the indicated cell list.

Observation 1: it is possible that the MBMS Session Start Request is received by the MCEs not controlling any cell in the indicated cell list from the MME, in distributed MCE architecture.
As shown in Figure 2, the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message is received by a not involved MCE. 

· In case C1, the MCE sends MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message to the MME, when a MBMS SESSION UPDATE REQUEST message is received by the MME, the MME will then send MBMS SESSION UPDATE REQUEST to the MCE, the MCE will trigger Session Start procedure towards the eNBs.
· In Case C2, the MCE sends MBMS SESSION START FAILURE message to the MME, when a MBMS SESSION UPDATE REQUEST message is received by the MME, the MME needs to trigger Session Start procedure towards the not start yet MCEs in the indicated SAI1.
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Figure2 not involved MCE case C1/2

To simplify the MME behavior, it is preferred that the not involved MCEs provide Session Start Response to the MME.
Proposal1: when the MCE receives the MBMS Cell List IE but not involved in the broadcast, it replies with MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message.
TP to TS36.444 M3AP:

----- Start of the Change ------
The MCE shall report to the MME, in the MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE message the result of the requested MBMS E-RAB. 
[editor note: it is FFS if wWhen the MCE has received the MBMS Cell List IE and is not involved in the broadcast it shall reply with MBMS SESSION START RESPONSE].
----- End of the Change ------

3   Proposal
In this contribution, we analyses the Session Start Response and Failure cases when the MCE receives the MBMS Cell List IE but not involved, it is preferred that the not involved MCEs provide Session Start Response to the MME, and proposed to capture the Text Proposal into M3AP baseline CR.
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