3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #87


R3-150105
Athens, Greece, 9-13 February 2015
Title:
[DRAFT]
 Reply LS on allowing PMCH without sessions
Response to:
LS (R2-144668/R3-142633) on allowing PMCH without any sessions
Source:
Qualcomm Incorporated [to be RAN3]

To:
RAN2
Cc:


Contact Person:


Name:
Luis Lopes


E-mail Address:
llopes at qti.qualcomm.com
Attachments:
CRs (TBD)
1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on “allowing PMCH without sessions”.

RAN3 confirms that the M2AP protocol (TS 36.443) does not currently allow the configuration of a PMCH without any sessions. RAN3 considered the scenarios provided in the LS and concluded as follows:

1. In scenario 1 (“PMCH1 carries both MCCH and MTCHs. Later on, all the sessions on the PMCH1 are suspended”), RAN3 thinks that another PMCH (PMCH2) could be configured such that the MCCH would then be multiplexed with a different set of MTCHs. If all MTCHs are suspended, then RAN3 believes that it is not necessary to send PMCH configuration, and that the UEs can receive MCCH based on the broadcast information. The suspension of the last MTCH can be indicated by sending scheduling information without any PMCH configuration.
However RAN3 is unsure whether there might be some advantages from not reconfiguring the allocation of the PMCHs, and keeping PMCH1 with the same resource allocation, but without any assigned MTCHs.

2. In scenario 2 (No sessions, counting request is sent), RAN3 understands that the UEs can receive MCCH based on the broadcast information, so PMCH configuration is not required.
Therefore, RAN3 would like to ask RAN2:

a) Whether the above scenario assessment is correct

b) If so, whether RAN2 still sees the need to configure PMCH without sessions as allowed by the RRC protocol

In addition, while reviewing TS 36.443, RAN3 noticed that the procedural text for the MBMS Scheduling Information procedure could be misinterpreted. For example, it might be concluded that the PMCH carrying MCCH should not be transmitted under certain conditions. Therefore, RAN3 has approved procedural text corrections in the attached CR.
2. Actions:

To RAN2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 respectfully asks RAN2 to consider the feedback in this LS and respond to the questions formulated above.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

RAN3#87bis
20 – 24 April 2015

Tenerife, Spain

RAN3#88
25 – 29 May 2015

Fukuoka, Japan
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