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7
Functions of S1AP

The S1AP protocol has the following functions:

-
E-RAB management function: This overall functionality is responsible for setting up, modifying and releasing E-RABs, which are triggered by the MME. The release and modification of E-RABs may be triggered by the eNB as well.

-
Initial Context Transfer function: This functionality is used to establish an S1UE context in the eNB, to setup the default IP connectivity, to setup one or more E-RAB(s) if requested by the MME, and to transfer NAS signalling related information to the eNB if needed.

-
UE Capability Info Indication function: This functionality is used to provide the UE Capability Info when received from the UE to the MME.

-
Mobility Functions for UEs in LTE_ACTIVE in order to enable

-
a change of eNBs within SAE/LTE (Inter MME/Serving SAE-GW Handovers) via the S1 interface (with EPC involvement).

-
a change of RAN nodes between different RATs (Inter-3GPP-RAT Handovers) via the S1 interface (with EPC involvement).

-
Paging: This functionality provides the EPC with the capability to page the UE.

-
S1 interface management functions comprise the:

-
Reset functionality to ensure a well defined initialisation on the S1 interface.

-
Error Indication functionality to allow a proper error reporting/handling in cases where no failure messages are defined.

-
Overload function to indicate the load situation in the control plane of the S1 interface. 

-
Load balancing function to ensure equally loaded MMEs within an MME pool area

-
S1 Setup functionality for initial S1 interface setup for providing configuration information

-
eNB and MME Configuration Update functions are to update application level configuration data needed for the eNB and MME to interoperate correctly on the S1 interface.

-
NAS Signalling transport function between the UE and the MME is used:

-
to transfer NAS signalling related information and to establish the S1 UE context in the eNB.

-
to transfer NAS signalling related information when the S1 UE context in the eNB is already established.

· S1 UE context Release function: This functionality is responsible to manage the release of UE specific context in the eNB and the MME.

· UE Context Modification function: This functionality allows to modify the established UE Context partly.
· Status Transfer: This functionality transfers PDCP SN Status information from source eNB to target eNB in support of in-sequence delivery and duplication avoidance for intra LTE handover. 

· Trace function: This functionality is to control a trace session  recording for a UE in ECM_CONNECTED or to control an MDT session transferring MDT measurements collected by the UE.

· Location Reporting: This functionality allows MME to be aware of the UE’s current location.
· LPPa Signalling transport:  This functionality transfers LPPa messages between eNB and E-SMLC over the S1 interface.
· S1 CDMA2000 Tunneling function: This functionality is to carry CDMA2000 signalling between UE and CDMA2000 RAT over the S1 Interface.

· Warning message transmission function:
This functionality provides the means to start and overwrite the broadcasting of warning message.

-
RAN Information Management (RIM) function: This functionality allows the request and transfer of RAN information (e.g., GERAN system information) between two RAN nodes via the core network.

-
Configuration Transfer function: This functionality allows the request and transfer of RAN configuration information (e.g., SON information) between two RAN nodes via the core network. 

-
UE Radio Capability Match function. The functionality enables the eNB to derive and provide an indication to the MME whether the UE radio capabilities are compatible with the network configuration for voice continuity.
-
PWS Restart Indication function. The functionality enables the eNB to inform the MME that PWS information for some or all cells of the eNB are available for reloading from the CBC if needed.
8
S1AP Procedures

8.1
List of S1AP Elementary procedures

In the following tables, all EPs are divided into Class 1 and Class 2 EPs (see subclause 3.1 for explanation of the different classes):

Table 1: Class 1 procedures

	Elementary Procedure
	Initiating Message
	Successful Outcome
	Unsuccessful Outcome

	
	
	Response message
	Response message

	Handover Preparation
	HANDOVER REQUIRED
	HANDOVER COMMAND
	HANDOVER PREPARATION FAILURE

	Handover Resource Allocation
	HANDOVER REQUEST
	HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE
	HANDOVER FAILURE

	Path Switch Request
	PATH SWITCH REQUEST
	PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE
	PATH SWITCH REQUEST FAILURE

	Handover Cancellation
	HANDOVER CANCEL
	HANDOVER CANCEL ACKNOWLEDGE
	

	E-RAB Setup
	E-RAB SETUP REQUEST
	E-RAB SETUP RESPONSE
	

	E-RAB Modify
	E-RAB MODIFY REQUEST
	E-RAB MODIFY RESPONSE
	

	E-RAB Modification Indication
	E-RAB MODIFICATION INDICATION
	E-RAB MODIFICATION CONFIRM
	E-RAB MODIFICATION FAILURE

	E-RAB Release
	E-RAB RELEASE COMMAND
	E-RAB RELEASE RESPONSE
	

	Initial Context Setup
	INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST
	INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE
	INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE

	Reset
	RESET
	RESET ACKNOWLEDGE
	

	S1 Setup
	S1 SETUP REQUEST
	S1 SETUP RESPONSE
	S1 SETUP FAILURE

	UE Context Release
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE
	

	UE Context Modification
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION RESPONSE
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION FAILURE

	eNB Configuration Update
	ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE
	ENB CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE

	MME Configuration Update
	MME CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	MME CONFIGURAION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE
	MME CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE

	Write-Replace Warning 
	WRITE-REPLACE WARNING REQUEST
	WRITE-REPLACE WARNING RESPONSE
	

	Kill
	KILL REQUEST
	KILL RESPONSE
	

	UE Radio Capability Match
	UE RADIO CAPABILITY MATCH REQUEST
	UE RADIO CAPABILITY MATCH RESPONSE
	


Table 2: Class 2 procedures

	Elementary Procedure
	Message

	Handover Notification
	HANDOVER NOTIFY

	E-RAB Release Indication
	E-RAB RELEASE INDICATION

	Paging
	PAGING

	Initial UE Message
	INITIAL UE MESSAGE

	Downlink NAS Transport
	DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT

	Uplink NAS Transport
	UPLINK NAS TRANSPORT

	NAS non delivery indication
	NAS NON DELIVERY INDICATION

	Error Indication
	ERROR INDICATION

	UE Context Release Request
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST

	DownlinkS1 CDMA2000 Tunneling
	DOWNLINK S1 CDMA2000 TUNNELING

	Uplink S1 CDMA2000 Tunneling
	UPLINK S1 CDMA2000 TUNNELING

	UE Capability Info Indication
	UE CAPABILITY INFO INDICATION

	eNB Status Transfer
	eNB STATUS TRANSFER

	MME Status Transfer
	MME STATUS TRANSFER

	Deactivate Trace
	DEACTIVATE TRACE

	Trace Start
	TRACE START

	Trace Failure Indication
	TRACE FAILURE INDICATION

	Location Reporting Control
	LOCATION REPORTING CONTROL

	Location Reporting Failure Indication
	LOCATION REPORTING FAILURE INDICATION

	Location Report
	LOCATION REPORT

	Overload Start
	OVERLOAD START

	Overload Stop
	OVERLOAD STOP

	eNB Direct Information Transfer
	eNB DIRECT INFORMATION TRANSFER

	MME Direct Information Transfer
	MME DIRECT INFORMATION TRANSFER

	eNB Configuration Transfer
	eNB CONFIGURATION TRANSFER

	MME Configuration Transfer
	MME CONFIGURATION TRANSFER

	Cell Traffic Trace
	CELL TRAFFIC TRACE

	Downlink UE Associated LPPa Transport
	DOWNLINK UE ASSOCIATED LPPA TRANSPORT

	Uplink UE Associated LPPa Transport
	UPLINK UE ASSOCIATED LPPA TRANSPORT

	Downlink Non UE Associated LPPa Transport
	DOWNLINK NON UE ASSOCIATED LPPA TRANSPORT

	Uplink Non UE Associated LPPa Transport
	UPLINK NON UE ASSOCIATED LPPA TRANSPORT

	PWS Restart Indication
	PWS RESTART INDICATION


The following applies concerning interference between Elementary Procedures:

-
The Reset procedure takes precedence over all other EPs.

· The UE Context Release procedure takes precedence over all other EPs that are using the UE-associated signalling. 

8.2
E-RAB Management procedures

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

8.2.x
E-RAB Modification Indication
8.2.x.1
General

The purpose of the E-RAB Modification Indication procedure is to enable the eNB to request modifications of already established E-RABs for a given UE. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.2.x.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.x.2-1: E-RAB Modification Indication procedure. Successful operation.

The eNB initiates the procedure by sending an E-RAB MODIFICATION INDICATION message to the MME.
If the Transport Information IE is included in the E-RAB MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the MME shall use the included information as the new DL address.
The E-RAB MODIFICATION CONFIRM message shall contain the result for all the requested E-RABs to be modified.

-
A list of E-RABs which are successfully modified shall be included in the E-RAB Modify List IE.

-
A list of E-RABs which failed to be modified, if any, shall be included in the E-RAB Failed to Modify List IE.
When the eNB reports unsuccessful modification of an E-RAB, the cause value should be precise enough to enable the eNB to know the reason for an unsuccessful modification.
Editor’s Note 1: It is still FFS whether the EPC shall be allowed to perform an intra-SGW change of UL TEIDs within the CONFIRM message

Editor’s Note 2: It is still FFS whether the MME shall be allowed to indicate changes of further information within the UE-Context in the CONFIRM message (so far only UE-AMBR identified as potential FFS)
Editor’s Note 3: It is still FFS whether security related information shall be allowed to be exchanged via the E-RAB Modification Indication procedure.
8.2.x.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.2.x.2-2: E-RAB Modification Indication procedure. Successful operation.
The unsuccessful operation is specified in the successful operation section.
If the EPC fails to switch the downlink GTP tunnel endpoint towards a new GTP tunnel endpoint for all E-RABs included in the E-RAB To Be Modified List IE during the execution of the E-RAB Modification Indication procedure, the MME shall send the E-RAB MODIFICATION FAILURE message to the eNB with an appropriate cause value.
If S-GW relocation has to be performed during the execution of the E-RAB Modification Indication procedure, the MME shall send the E-RAB MODIFICATION FAILURE message to the eNB with an appropriate cause value.
Editor’s Note 4: It is still FFS whether the E-RAB Modification Indication procedure should have a negative response message.
8.2.x.4
Abnormal Conditions
If the MME receives a E-RAB MODIFICATION INDICATION message containing several E-RAB ID IEs (in the E-RAB To Be Modified List IE) set to the same value, the MME shall send the E-RAB MODIFICATION FAILURE message to the eNB.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Last Change  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

9.1.3.y
E-RAB MODIFICATION INDICATION
This message is sent by the eNB and is used to request the MME to apply the indicated modification for one or several E-RABs.
Direction: eNB ( MME
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.3
	
	YES
	reject

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.4
	
	YES
	reject

	E-RAB to be Modified List
	
	1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>E-RAB To Be Modified Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofE-RABs>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.1.2
	
	-
	

	>>Transport Information
	O
	
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>>Transport Layer Address
	M
	
	9.2.2.1
	
	-
	

	>>>DL GTP TEID
	M
	
	GTP-TEID

9.2.2.2
	
	-
	


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofE-RABs
	Maximum no. of E-RAB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 256. 


9.1.3.y1
E-RAB MODIFICATION CONFIRM
This message is sent by the MME and is used to report the outcome of the request from the E-RAB MODIFICATION  INDICATION message.
Direction: MME ( eNB
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.3
	
	YES
	ignore

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.4
	
	YES
	ignore

	E-RAB Modify List
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>E-RAB Modify Item IEs
	
	1 .. <maxnoofE-RABs>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.1.2
	
	-
	

	E-RAB Failed to Modify List 
	O
	
	E-RAB List 

9.2.1.36
	A value for E-RAB ID shall only be present once in E-RAB Modify List IE + E-RAB Failed to Modify List IE.
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.1.21
	
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofE-RABs
	Maximum no. of E-RAB allowed towards one UE, the maximum value is 256. 


9.1.3.y2
E-RAB MODIFICATION FAILURE
This message is sent by the MME to inform the eNB that a failure has occurred in the EPC during the E-RAB MODIFICATION INDICATION procedure.

Direction: MME ( eNB.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.3
	
	YES
	ignore

	eNB UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	9.2.3.4
	
	YES
	ignore

	Cause
	M
	
	9.2.1.3
	
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.1.21
	
	YES
	ignore


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Next Change  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
9.2.6
Cause

The purpose of the cause information element is to indicate the reason for a particular event for the whole protocol.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE Type and Reference
	Semantics Description

	CHOICE Cause Group
	M
	
	
	

	>Radio Network Layer
	
	
	
	

	>>Radio Network Layer Cause 
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(

Handover Desirable for Radio Reasons,

Time Critical Handover,

Resource Optimisation Handover,

Reduce Load in Serving Cell,

Partial Handover,

Unknown New eNB UE X2AP ID, Unknown Old eNB UE X2AP ID, Unknown Pair of UE X2AP ID,

HO Target not Allowed,

TX2RELOCoverall Expiry,

TRELOCprep Expiry,

Cell not Available,

No Radio Resources Available in Target Cell,

Invalid MME Group ID,

Unknown MME Code, Encryption And/Or Integrity Protection Algorithms Not Supported, ReportCharacteristicsEmpty, NoReportPeriodicity, ExistingMeasurementID, Unknown eNB Measurement ID, Measurement Temporarily not Available,

Unspecified,
...,

Load Balancing, Handover Optimisation, Value out of allowed range, Multiple E-RAB ID instances, Switch Off Ongoing, Not supported QCI value, Measurement not supported for the object, Not supported S-GW
)
	

	>Transport Layer
	
	
	
	

	>>Transport Layer Cause
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Transport Resource Unavailable,
Unspecified,
...)
	

	>Protocol
	
	
	
	

	>>Protocol Cause
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Transfer Syntax Error,
Abstract Syntax Error (Reject),
Abstract Syntax Error (Ignore and Notify),
Message not Compatible with Receiver State,
Semantic Error,
Unspecified,

Abstract Syntax Error (Falsely Constructed Message),...)
	

	>Misc
	
	
	
	

	>>Miscellaneous Cause
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Control Processing Overload,
Hardware Failure,
O&M Intervention,
Not enough User Plane Processing Resources,
Unspecified,...)
	


The meaning of the different cause values is described in the following table. In general, "not supported" cause values indicate that the concerned capability is missing. On the other hand, "not available" cause values indicate that the concerned capability is present, but insufficient resources were available to perform the requested action.

	Radio Network Layer cause
	Meaning

	Cell not Available
	The concerned cell is not available.

	Handover Desirable for Radio Reasons
	The reason for requesting handover is radio related.

	Handover Target not Allowed
	Handover to the indicated target cell is not allowed for the UE in question

	Invalid MME Group ID
	The target eNB doesn’t belong to the same pool area of the source eNB i.e. S1 handovers should be attempted instead.

	No Radio Resources Available in Target Cell
	The target cell doesn’t have sufficient radio resources available.

	Partial Handover
	Provides a reason for the handover cancellation. The target eNB did not admit all E-RABs included in the HANDOVER REQUEST and the source eNB estimated service continuity for the UE would be better by not proceeding with handover towards this particular target eNB.

	Reduce Load in Serving Cell
	Load on serving cell needs to be reduced.

	Resource Optimisation Handover
	The reason for requesting handover is to improve the load distribution with the neighbour cells.

	Time Critical Handover
	handover is requested for time critical reason i.e. this cause value is reserved to represent all critical cases where the connection is likely to be dropped if handover is not performed.

	TX2RELOCoverall Expiry
	The reason for the action is expiry of timer TX2RELOCoverall.

	TRELOCprep Expiry
	Handover Preparation procedure is cancelled when timer TRELOCprep expires.

	Unknown MME Code
	The target eNB belongs to the same pool area of the source eNB and recognizes the MME Group ID. However, the MME Code is unknown to the target eNB.

	Unknown New eNB UE X2AP ID 
	The action failed because the New eNB UE X2AP ID is unknown.

	Unknown Old eNB UE X2AP ID
	The action failed because the Old eNB UE X2AP ID is unknown.

	Unknown Pair of UE X2AP ID
	The action failed because the pair of UE X2 AP IDs is unknown.

	Encryption And/Or Integrity Protection Algorithms Not Supported
	The target eNB is unable to support any of the encryption and/or integrity protection algorithms supported by the UE.

	ReportCharacteristicsEmpty
	The action failed because there is no characteristic reported.

	NoReportPeriodicity
	The action failed because the periodicity is not defined.

	ExistingMeasurementID
	The action failed because measurement-ID is already used.

	Unknown eNB Measurement ID
	The action failed because some eNB Measurement-ID is unknown.

	Measurement Temporarily not Available
	The eNB can temporarily not provide the requested measurement object.

	Load Balancing
	The reason for mobility settings change is load balancing.

	Handover Optimisation
	The reason for mobility settings change is handover optimisation.

	Value out of allowed range
	The action failed because the proposed Handover Trigger parameter change in the eNB2 Proposed Mobility Parameters IE is too low or too high.

	Multiple E-RAB ID Instances
	The action failed because multiple instances of the same E-RAB had been provided to the eNB.

	Switch Off Ongoing
	The reason for the action is an ongoing switch off i.e. the concerned cell will be switched off after offloading and not be available. It aides the receiving eNB in taking subsequent actions, e.g. selecting the target cell for subsequent handovers. 

	Not supported QCI value
	The action failed because the requested QCI is not supported.

	Unspecified
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies but still the cause is Radio Network Layer related.

	Measurement not Supported For The Object
	At least one of the concerned cell(s) does not support the requested measurement.

	Not supported S-GW relocation
	S-GW relocation is necessary


	Transport Network Layer cause
	Meaning

	Transport resource unavailable
	The required transport resources are not available.

	Unspecified
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies but still the cause is Transport Network Layer related


	Protocol cause
	Meaning

	Abstract Syntax Error (Reject)
	The received message included an abstract syntax error and the concerned criticality indicated "reject" (see sub clause 10.3 of TS 36.413 [4]).

	Abstract Syntax Error (Ignore and Notify)
	The received message included an abstract syntax error and the concerned criticality indicated "ignore and notify" (see sub clause 10.3 of TS 36.413 [4]).

	Abstract syntax error (falsely constructed message)
	The received message contained IEs or IE groups in wrong order or with too many occurrences (see sub clause 10.3 of TS 36.413 [4]).

	Message not Compatible with Receiver State
	The received message was not compatible with the receiver state (see sub clause 10.4 of TS 36.413 [4]).

	Semantic Error
	The received message included a semantic error (see sub clause 10.4 of TS 36.413 [4]).

	Transfer Syntax Error
	The received message included a transfer syntax error (see sub clause 10.2 of TS 36.413 [4]).

	Unspecified
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies but still the cause is Protocol related


	Miscellaneous cause
	Meaning

	Control Processing Overload
	eNB control processing overload

	Hardware Failure
	eNB hardware failure

	Not enough User Plane Processing Resources
	eNB has insufficient user plane processing resources available.

	O&M Intervention
	Operation and Maintenance intervention related to eNB equipment

	Unspecified
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies and the cause is not related to any of the categories Radio Network Layer, Transport Network Layer or Protocol


<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Changes  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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