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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

E-RAB: Defined in TS 36.401 [2].
X2 GW: Defined in TS 36.300 [8].
3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

ECM
EPS Connection Management
E-RAB
E-UTRAN Radio Access Bearer
X2-C
X2 Control plane
X2 GW
X2 GateWay

4.5
X2 interface characteristics

4.5.1
Uses of SCTP

4.5.1.1
General

The SCTP (IETF RFC 4960 [7]) is used to support the exchange of X2 Application Protocol (X2AP) signalling messages between two eNBs 

A single SCTP association per X2-C interface instance shall be used, except when the X2 GW is used. 
Only when the X2 GW is used to connect one eNB to one or more specific eNB(s), all X2-C interface instances from that eNB to the relevant eNB(s) are carried over the same SCTP association from that eNB to the X2 GW, and over separate SCTP association(s) from the X2 GW to the relevant eNB(s). 
For X2-C interface instance(s) over one SCTP association  one pair of stream identifiers shall be used for X2-C common procedures and only a few pairs of stream identifiers should be used for X2-C dedicated procedures.

Source-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the source-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, and target-eNB communication context identifiers that are assigned by the target-eNB for X2-C dedicated procedures, shall be used to distinguish UE specific X2-C signalling transport bearers. The communication context identifiers are conveyed in the respective X2AP messages. 

