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1. Introduction
In [1] it is proposed that the MME should not send the EAB indication via S1. In this response document we would like to point out that this argument already took place in SA2 and SA2 have agreed a particular solution which is not in line with what is proposed in [1] as illustrated below.
2. Discussion
SA2 have discussed the issue of EAB indication to the eNB and have agreed that two methods should be supported:
· Signalling from the MME to the eNB

· OAM

These agreements are already in the normative specification TS 23.401[2]  as illustrated below:

"
An eNodeB supports rejecting of RRC connection establishments for certain subcategories of UEs as specified in TS 36.331 [37]. Additionally, an eNodeB provides support for the barring of subcategories of UEs configured for Extended Access Barring, as described in TS 22.011 [67]. These mechanisms are further specified in TS 36.331 [37] and TS 36.413 [36].

An eNodeB may bar a particular subcategory of UEs via Extended Access Barring when:

-
all the MMEs connected to this eNB request to restrict the load for a particular subcategory; or

-
initiated by O&M.
"
Since the language used in the stage-2 spec is "may" this functionality is optional, but what is optional is the implementation of this feature by a particular MME and/or eNB. Corresponding stage-3 specification is not optional, as missing stage-3 specification would make the above SA2 normative functionality impossible to implement.
3. Conclusions
Since there is a stage-2 normative text which specifies EAB indication via S1 RAN3 have to provide a corresponding stage-3 specification. Companies that would like to challenge this SA2 agreement can do so in SA2.
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