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8.3.3
UE Context Release (MME initiated)

8.3.3.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release procedure is to enable the MME to order the release of the UE-associated logical connection due to various reasons, for example completion of a transaction between the UE and the EPC, or completion of successful handover, or completion of handover cancellation, or release of the old UE-associated logical S1-connection when two UE-associated logical S1-connections toward the same UE is detected after the UE has initiated the establishment of a new UE-associated logical S1-connection, or the UE is no longer allowed to access the CSG cell (i.e. the UE becomes a non-member of the currently used CSG cell). The procedure uses UE-associated S1 connection.
8.3.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.3.2-1: UE Context Release procedure. Successful operation.

The MME initiates the procedure by sending the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message to the eNB. 

The UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message shall contain the UE S1AP ID pair IE if available, otherwise the message shall contain the MME UE S1AP ID IE.

The MME provides the cause IE set to “Load Balancing TAU Required” in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message sent to the eNB for all load balancing and offload cases in the MME. 

Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message, the eNB shall release all related signalling and user data transport resources and reply with the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message.

8.3.3.3
Abnormal Conditions

If the UE Context Release procedure is not initiated towards the eNB before the expiry of the timer TS1RELOCOverall, the eNB shall request the MME to release the UE context.

If the UE re-establishes over the radio to the eNB before the reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message or the expiry of the timer TS1RELOCOverall, the eNB shall stop the TS1RELOCOverall and continue to serve the UE.
If the UE returns via an X2 handover procedure to the eNB before the reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message or the expiry of the timer TS1RELOCOverall, the eNB shall handle it as a new incoming handover and not reuse the existing S1 connection.
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