3GPP TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #66bis
R3-100209
Valencia, Spain, January 18 th – 22th 2010 
Title:
Reply LS on Handover between eNBs of different releases 
Response to:
LS on Handover between eNBs of different releases (R2-097451)
Release:
Rel-9
Work Item:
LTE_interfaces
Source:
RAN3
To:
RAN2
CC:

Contact Person
Name:
Philippe Godin
E-mail Address:
philippe.godin@alcatel-lucent.com
Attachments:
R3-100208
1. Overall Description
RAN3 would like to inform RAN2 that they have investigated the issue of eNBs of different releases addressed by RAN2 in R2-097451.
RAN3 would like to answer that the source adapts to target principle proposed in RAN2 LS is acceptable to RAN3 according to which the source RAN node is supposed to adapt the release of the forwarded container to the release of the target RAN node. 
Hence RAN3 has agreed the attached CR at RAN3#66bis which provides the means for an eNB to exchange the knowledge of the release of its neighbours during the initial X2 initiation phase. Therefore RAN3 can provide the following answers to RAN2 questions:
Q1:
Can RAN2 assume that the source eNB would always know the RRC protocol release supported by the target eNB (beyond Rel-8) under current RAN3 assumptions? If not, can RAN3 provide a means in Rel-9 time frame?

RAN3 has provided the support per the CR attached.
Q2:
Can RAN2 assume this also for HeNB scenarios?
The solution is not applicable to HeNB as one cannot assume a database for all neighbour HeNBs to be always available in the source macro eNB.

2. Actions 
To RAN2 : 
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to take note of RAN3 support in their specifications and answers to Q1/Q2.   
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#67
22nd – 26th Feb 2010
San Francisco, USA
