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8.2.3
UE Context Release

8.2.3.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release procedure is to enable the target eNB to signal to the source eNB that resources for the handed over UE context can be released.

The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
8.2.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.3.2-1:  UE Context Release, successful operation

The UE Context Release procedure is initiated by the target eNB. By sending UE CONTEXT RELEASE the target eNB informs success of Handover to source eNB and triggers the release of resources. 
Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message, the source eNB shall release radio and control plane related resources associated to the UE context. For E-RABs for which data forwarding has been performed, the source eNB should continue forwarding of U-plane data as long as packets are received at the source eNB from the EPC or the source eNB buffer has not been emptied (an implementation dependent mechanism decides that data forwarding can be stopped).

8.2.3.3
Unsuccessful Operation

Not applicable.

8.2.3.4
Abnormal Conditions

If the UE Context Release procedure is not initiated towards the source eNB from any prepared eNB before the expiry of the timer TX2RELOCoverall, the source eNB shall release all resources associated to the UE context and request the MME to release the UE context. 

If the UE returns to source eNB before the reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message or the expiry of the timer TX2RELOCoverall, the source eNB shall stop the TX2RELOCoverall and continue.
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