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1
Introduction

In the context of the E-MBMS CP Architecture, and for the M?-C interface devised in [23.401], the use of a Point-to-Multipoint approach has been presented and favourably compared against a Point-to-Point approach (ref. [R3-071570]), and is proposed to be accordingly adopted.  
2
Discussion

As a result of the carried analysis the Point-to-Multipoint approach for CP signalling on the M?-C interface is favoured. While this is properly adapted to the nature of the control information addressed to the eNBs in an MBMS Service Area, it bears significant advantages such as:
· Re-use of the efforts for the UP infrastructure

· Support of a lightweight E-MBMS deployment

· Simplification of configuration procedures

· E-MBMS network scalability

Those concerns which could exist regarding reliability and security can be properly addressed by existing means. In the case of reliability, the considerations already captured in [R3.018] 6.13.5 enabling Point-to-Multipoint Control Signalling shall be observed, whereas in [R3-071297] Security considerations are addressed.
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Figure 1: [23.401] “4.2.3-1. MBMS Architecture for 3GPP Accesses”
3
Proposal

It is proposed to capture the decision of relying on point-to-multipoint CP signalling on the M?-C interface in [36.300], from the EPC to E-UTRAN nodes, and liaise on this decision SA2 and SA3. 
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