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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has discussed and analysed how to minimize data losses during IRAT handover to/from LTE within 3GPP accesses.

RAN3 reached a conclusion at its RAN3#55bis meeting, and would like to inform SA2 and RAN2 about the following:

1. Data forwarding will be the primary mechanism to be used for minimizing data losses during IRAT handover. This solution was seen as superior and less complex given the decision on PDCP termination in the eNodeB.

2. Forwarding will be performed to/from eNodeB and RAN3 assumes that EPC will provide eNodeB with information on how (“SAE bearers subject to forwarding list” or similar) and on which tunnel end point(s) the forwarding should be performed.

3. Forwarding from eNodeB is considered an optional feature, and RAN3 does not preclude the specification of other mechanisms (i.e. bi-casting from EPC). Such functionality should however be under the responsibility of SA2, given that bullet 2 above permits alternative system functions, without affecting the S1 specification.

4. RAN3 has documented its assumptions by Tdoc R3-070698.

2. Actions:

RAN3 would like to ask SA2, RAN2, and GERAN? to keep the above information in mind for further work.

3. Date of Next Meetings:

RAN3#56
7 – 11 May, 

Kobe (Japan)

RAN3#57
20 – 24 August, 
Athens (Greece)
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