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1. Overall Description
At TSG RAN#34, RAN3 was tasked to perform specification work to extend the number space of the RNC-ID. As a solution for the extension, it has been agreed to increase the bit length of the RNC-ID, from 12bits to 16 bits. 

A new IE was introduced in the RANAP protocol to carry the Extended RNC-ID IE in the relevant messages. Within UTRAN, the Extended RNC-ID is always signalled along with the (12bit) RNC-ID for inter-working reasons. 
For more information on the concept, please refer to the section 2.2 and 2.3 of the enclosed document, which mainly describes a solution to make the service continuity possible between legacy and RNCs with extended RNC-ID by network configuration. It is assumed that the solution can be applied for inter-working between legacy BSC and the RNC with extended RNC-ID. 
In order to support the inter-working between RNCs with the extended RNC-ID and GERAN, the GERAN nodes would have to be able to address a UTRAN node with the extended RNC-ID, which would imply changes in specifications under GERAN responsibility. 

And in order to support the inter-working between CN nodes which target and source RNCs with the extended RNCs ID connect to, the CN nodes would have to be able to address a UTRAN node with the extended RNC-ID, which would imply changes in specifications under CN responsibility.
2. Actions
To CT4 and GERAN2:
RAN3 kindly asks CT4, and GERAN2 to take into account the above information and introduce the necessary changes to their specifications. 
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