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1. 
Introduction

In RAN3#47, clean-up of features were done and quite a number of CRs were agreed based on some principles.  However, may be due to the rushing of the work, some of the changes have not followed the very basic principle i.e. keeping the backward compatibility. This contribution aims to:

· point out this issue

· propose RAN3 agree not to change anything back 
· confirm what is described in chapter 2.2 below. 
2 Non-backward compatibility change
2.1 Changing of ASN.1 to NULL in Sequence type
For example, in the RNSAP, the ClosedLoopMode2-SupportIndicator, which was optional presence in SEQUENCE type of Neighbouring-FDD-CellInformationItem, have been changed to NULL in CR1066 (R3-050747).  (Note that there are other a number of CRs that have the same change but  is not listed here)
As have been well known that, by changing to NULL, it will have backward compatibility problem if the IE is set by sending side but it is interpreted as NULL in receiving expecting.

The change was not done by mistake but was based upon a principle that was described in R3-050732, which showed that the optional IE in SEQUENCE Type of ASN.1 is to be RENAMED to NULL. 

Neither official minutes nor any kind of records that can be referred, showing that there have been a discussion or common RAN3 understanding that, by changing to NULL, it will have backward compatibility issue but RAN3 decided this change was because, THERE IS NO VENDOR IMPLEMENTING THESE IEs.

2.2 way forward
The result of the changes in Rel5 have been there for long, it is not feasible to change it back. We also do not like this approach.

Alternatively, we would like to have following statement.

3GPP RAN WG3 confirmed the following:

- changing the name of IE in SEQUENCE Type in ASN.1 to NULL does have backward compatibility problem

- the IEs in the SEQUENCE type that have been changed to NULL, was identified by 3GPP RAN-WG3 that it is not implemented by any vendor.
3.
proposal
It is proposed RAN3 to confirm the alternative way forward and to capture statement as shown in chapter 2.2 above, in the official minutes.
[1] R3-050732 
[2] R3-050747 
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