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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on Synchronisation of FDD MBMS P-t-M Transmissions from Clusters of Cells.  Replies are given following RAN3’s actions below:
Action 1: RAN3 asks RAN2 to consider options for signalling different alternatives of synchronisation (“MBMS Simulcast Accuracy”) to the UEs (given there is a confirmation by RAN1 that this information would be useful for the UEs)

RRC signalling is being developed that indicates the maximum time difference between S-CCPCH to be soft combined to the UE.  This signalling conveys simulcast accuracy information, although simulcast accuracies 2 or 3 are not currently supported.

Action 2: Moreover, RAN2 is invited to inform RAN3 if RAN3’s assumption that only MTCH needs to be synchronous is or becomes invalid, e.g. as MCCH needs to be synchronous between cells, too.

For full soft combining, the MSCH is also soft combined and therefore requires the same synchronisation as MTCH. Although MCCH is scheduled, it does not require any synchronisation between cells.

Action 3: RAN3 would also ask if RAN2 foresee changes to existing networks or specifications in order to support FACH with a frame offset (i.e., FACH whose first radio frame of a TTI may start at CFN mod F ( 0, where F is the number of radio frames in a TTI) or introduction of an “MFN”.

There is no support in RAN2 specifications for a FACH with a frame offset at present.  Its introduction would require changes to RAN2 specifications and would require new behaviour in the network and UE.

2. Actions:

RAN2 kindly asks RAN3 to take these answers into account when discussing MBMS synchronisation for FDD.
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