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1. Introduction

 A new study item Evolution of UTRAN Architecture, has been accepted at TSG-RAN#17. The skeleton of the TR(R3-022233, source: Nokia) was provided and discussed in the RAN-WG3#32. During that discussion, it was agreed to discuss further the requirements of this study item. This contribution aims to provide some requirements on this study.
2. Consideration points of The Requirements for the new architecture

 The new architecture considering the new distribution of some RAN functionalities e.g. Node B contain more control operation related to the air interface and therefore potentially reduce delay. Such new architecture shall only focus on the UTRAN and shall be possible to connect to early UE i.e. shall not have impact on air interface. Since one of the purpose of this new architecture is to reduce delay, connect to IP based architecture such as IMS shall be considered as well. (Note that there is no intention to enhance or change the IMS by this study)

The following proposes some requirements for this new UTRAN architecture.

3. Proposed Requirements

A) The new architecture to be considered shall be able to connect to 3GPP early UE. It shall not have impact on the 3GPP early UE (i.e. it shall not have impact on the air interface)

B) It shall be possible to have new distributions of RAN functionalities between existing network elements (i.e. RNC and Node B)

C) The new architecture to be considered shall be able to connect to IP based multimedia subsystem e.g. IMS in future

D) It shall be possible to use specifications other than 3GPP standard (e.g. IETF)

E) The new architecture shall be scalable as much as possible

4. Conclusion and Proposal

Some requirements have been shown. It is proposed to include those requirements in chapter 5 or the new TR.







