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1. Overall Description:

CN1 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS highlighting the possibility that the user data field of the SCCP CONNECTION_REQUEST may be insufficient to carry the ATTACH_REQUEST provided by the mobile in case the ATTACH_REQUEST included a full size MS Radio Access Capability IE of 52 octets. 

CN1 has investigated this problem and the solutions proposed by RAN3. CN1, however, cannot agree with the two proposed solutions that involve changing 24.008. To make a change to 24.008 in accordance with RAN3’s preferred solution (i.e. UE shall not include MS Radio Access Capability when attaching to UMTS) would cause the present release of 24.008 to be not backwards compatible. To make a change to 24.008 in line with the second proposed solution (i.e. to limit the size of the MS Radio Access Capability to 20 octets when accessing UMTS) would be unreliable, because between the message encoding and the actual sending of the message the UE could perform a cell re-selection from UMTS to GSM. On top of these, CN1 feels that changes of this nature on a frozen release that is far into implementation, for a problem that is not in 24.008, are not justified.

Furthermore, in the course of our investigation, CN1 found that this problem also extends to ROUTING_AREA_UPDATE_REQUEST. Thus changes of the nature that is proposed in N1-020679 (R3-020702) cannot be seen as a fool-proof solution confined to only just one message and one aspect of the signalling protocol of the radio interface. Additionally, such changes would rule out future (full or partial) use of the MS Radio Access Capabilities in the system at some later date.

In conclusion, CN1 considers it more appropriate that RAN3 investigate Iu-interface based solution.

2. Actions:

To RAN3.

ACTION: 
RAN3 to consider a solution to the problem highlighted in N1-020679 (R3-020702) that is more within the area of RAN3.
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