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1. Introduction

Transport bearer characteristics modification (like max available bandwidth) is in the R99 specifications based on the establishment of a new bearer with new characteristics and on releasing the old bearer.  This is inefficient by means of bandwidth utilisation since two bearers are occupied during the modification. Also unnecessary signalling is caused.

In R4 specifications these drawbacks are proposed to be solved.  This contribution outlines the general requirements for the solution. 

2. Proposed requirements

The following requirements are identified:

1. The solution shall support the possibility to change the transport bearer characteristics (like max available bit rate). The characteristics modification shall be possible by changing the characteristics of the existing bearer without a need to establish a new bearer and to release the existing bearer. 

2. The solution shall support the existence of intermediate AAL2 switches.

3. The solution shall enable interworking with the R99 solution. Nodes with different capabilities shall be able to interwork meaning that Iub, Iur and Iu connections shall be able to have different capabilities. 

3. Proposal 

It is proposed to include chapter 2 of this contribution into appropriate place of the new TR.

