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Currently in the RANAP specification (TS 25.413) the Paging Cause is an optional IE in RANAP Paging message. However, TSG-RAN WG3 has recently become aware that the Paging Cause is a mandatory IE in RRC Paging message. To ensure that the usage of Paging Cause IE is consistent in UTRAN, TSG RAN WG3 has viewed proposals to change the presence of Paging Cause IE in RANAP to mandatory.

It is the understanding of TSG-RAN WG3 that the paging cause might not always be available before paging, so TSG-RAN WG3 would like to ask from TSG-CN1 if there shall be any problems in CN side to add the Paging Cause IE to be carried in every RANAP Paging message. The alternative solution would be to make the paging cause optional or conditional in the RRC protocol, but TSG-RAN WG3 is not aware of any such proposal being discussed in TSG-RAN WG2.

