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Subject: 

LS on MS initiated signaling connection release

In some abnormal cases in the mobility management layer there is a need that the MS is able to abort the signaling connection with the CN domain with which the abnormal case occurred. These abnormal cases may happen when the MS is executing the location or the routing area updating procedure, and for some reason the lower layers are unable to deliver the MM or GMM messages.

Additionally, the MS should be able to request the release of the RR connection
 or the PS signalling connection in some cases. However, it is not clear whether this is possible by the UTRAN protocols.

In CS domain, when the mobile station initiates the location updating procedure by sending a LOCATION UPDATING REQUEST message to the network, it starts a timer. It may occur that the network does not respond to the MS and the timer expires. In this case it is specified in 24.008 that the MS aborts the location updating procedure and it aborts also the RR connection.

As the same behavior is defined for the MS performing location updating in UMTS then there should be similar means in the lower layer to abort the RR connection.

In PS domain, when the MS initiates the normal routing area updating procedure, the MS sends the ROUTING AREA UPDATE REQUEST message to the network and starts a timer. As described in the CS domain case, it may occur that the network does not respond to the MS and the timer expires. In this case it is specified in 24.008 that the MS aborts only the routing area updating procedure. Additionally, the MS should also release the PS signalling connection, but the exact mechanism hasn't been yet decided by TSG-CN WG1.

Anyway, there should be similar means as in CS domain for the MS to request the release of the PS signaling connection from the lower layer.

TSG-CN WG1 like to ask from RAN WG2 and RAN WG3 whether the MS initiated RR connection and PS signaling connection release is possible according to their specifications. If not, then TSG-CN WG1 kindly asks the possibility to include this into RAN WG2 and RAN WG3 specifications for Release 99.

� In 24.008, following terms have been defined: 


-	RR connection: A RR connection is a dedicated physical circuit switched domain connection used by the two RR or RRC peer entities to support the upper layers' exchange of information flows. 


-	PS signalling connection is a peer to peer UMTS connection between MS and CN packet domain node.





