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At the last RAN WG3 meeting in Warwick, the principles of node identification over Iu and Iur were discussed in the scope of the proposals of [1].

It was agreed by RAN WG3 to make use of logical identifications of nodes over Iu and Iur rather than their node respective signalling address. This approach is in line with the principle of minimising dependence between the Application protocols (RANAP and RNSAP) and the Transport Network Layer and the various technologies used in this layer.

RAN WG3 also agreed to introduce a RNC Global Id as proposed in [1] to uniquely identify the RNC. Global RNC Id would cater for possible requirements on inter operator relocation.

In the context of relocation procedure, RAN WG3 agreed to use the Target ID as shown in [1]. Target Id is a protocol information element whose content would vary depending on the Iu instance (CS or PS) or the relocation type (to UMTS or e.g. GSM).

Over Iur, it was agreed to have in RNSAP, three identifiers to address the Drift RNC, and the CN domain nodes this RNC hierarchically depends on.

It was not excluded to have the same principle for Node B identification, but this point would need to be further contributed on.

However, RAN WG3 recognises that the definition of CN Id and its connection to the CN node identification within the core network using the LAC and RAC identification is under 3GPP CN WG2 group responsibility and needs to be harmonised. RAN WG3 is therefore asking CN WG2 to consider the Node Identification principles and provide guidance on the various compatibility aspects.

RAN WG3 would like also to know from SA WG2, if there is intention to have a 3GPP Technical Specification covering the Identities to be used within UMTS (somewhat similar in scope to the ETS 03.03 for GSM).
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