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	Reason for change:
	During RAN2#95bis RAN2 discussed whether a UE indicating a certain release in field accessStratumRelease can either implement any feature introduced in a later release, or whether early support of features defined in a later release is allowed only for a limited set of features for which this has explicitly been agreed. 

RAN2 agreed that:
· That early implementation is only allowed for cases for which this has explicitly been agreed and to document such cases, whereby the ASN.1 release to be supported by UEs supporting a feature early may need to be specified

· To try to avoiding any mandatory features in a release to eliminate the barrier to UEs implementing the latest release ASN.1



	
	

	Summary of change:
	An annex is introduced to clarify UE requirements concerning non-band related features for which early support is allowed
Impact analysis
Impacted functionality:

Early implementation of features involving additional ASN.1
Inter-operability: 

If the UE is implemented according to the CR but the eNB is not, or vice versa, ASN.1 comprehension issues may occur upon configuration of early implementable features


	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Unclarity remains regarding UE requirements concerning non-band related features for which early support is allowed
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References

<To be added at the back>
[X]
3GPP TS 36.307 "Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); Requirements on User Equipments (UEs) Supporting a release-independent frequency band ".

Annex F (normative):
Early implementation of features
A UE indicating a certain release in field accessStratumRelease shall only support features specified in the concerned release, except for the following cases:

-
A release independent frequency band, for which the UE requirements regarding early implementation are as specified in TS 36.307 [x];
-
A feature introduced in a later release that does not involve ASN.1 defined in such later release for which the CRs introducing the feature indicated that early implementation does not cause backwards incompatibility issues;
-
A feature introduced in a later release that involves ASN.1 defined in such later release for which early implementation is allowed in accordance with table E-1;
Table E-1: Early implementable features
	No
	Description

	Earliest AS release
	Remarks

	1
	64 QAM in uplink, as indicated by ul-64QAM-r12
	TBD
	

	
	
	
	


A UE indicating release N in field accessStratumRelease may indicate early support of a feature specified in a later release M. In such case the following applies:

a)
The UE shall comprehend the entire transfer syntax (ASN.1) of release N (but need not support all associated features);
b)
The UE shall comprehend the transfer syntax (ASN.1) of release M related to the early implementable feature e.g. ASN.1 parts related to indicating support, parts related to configuration of the feature;
Note
It should be possible for E-UTRAN to reconfigure all features the UE supports by a single RRC message/ field i.e. it should be possible to use one releases of an RRC message/ field to (re-)configure all features supported by the UE.

