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1. Overall Description:

Within the scope of the Work Item entitled “Support of EVS over UTRAN CS”, S4 has prepared a new LS containing the following action for both RAN1 and RAN2:

“SA4 asks RAN1 and RAN2 to take SA4 reply into account and provide feedback to assist the discussion in SA4 on the proposal to remove the "autonomous mode" of UEs for the EVS.”

Based on the definition of “autonomous mode” that SA4 provided in the Liaison Statement, which states “Autonomous mode means that the UE may autonomously reduce its uplink bit rate in case of TX power limitations”, both the TSG RAN WG1 and WG2 provide the following feedback:
· It is understood that “autonomous mode” refers to the “Transport format combination selection in UE” function as documented in TS 25.321, section 11.4.
Allowing the UE to reduce its bit rate autonomously in case of TX power limitation is an important part of the RAN functionalities, since it provides possibilities to ensure that the block error rates for the speech and signaling radio bearers are kept at an acceptable level when UE is in challenging coverage conditions. Removing the “autonomous mode” would impact coverage and retainability. Therefore, RAN1 recommend SA4 to preserve the “autonomous mode” for the support of EVS over UTRAN CS.
 2. Actions:

To SA4
ACTION: 
RAN1 respectfully asks SA4 to take into consideration the feedback provided in this Liaison Statement.
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