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1. Overall Description
SA2 are considering how the UTRAN and E-UTRAN can identify the bearer that is used for IMS Voice for an SR VCC capable UE.

For E-UTRAN SA2 has agreed that the MME will include an "SRVCC operation possible" indication in the S1 AP Initial Context Setup Request, meaning that both UE and MME are SRVCC-capable. SA2 assumes that this indication in combination with a specific QCI value will be enough for E-UTRAN to identify the bearer that is used for IMS voice. SA2 further assumes that there may be SR VCC specific behaviour in E-UTRAN when a bearer has been identified as “SR VCC candidate”. Such behaviour could e.g. be special handling of the neighbour cell lists. In addition the E-UTRAN should only trigger the SR VCC procedure when there is a bearer identified as “SR VCC candidate”. The attached CR explains further details on SA2’s view on the expected E-UTRAN behaviour.

SA2 has discussed which specific QCI value that should be used to identify the bearer used for IMS voice. One possibility is to use QCI=1, in practice meaning that QCI=1 would be reserved for IMS voice for operators that deploy SR VCC. Another possibility is to define a new QCI value (e.g. 21) with the same characteristics as QCI=1. This new QCI value should be dedicated to IMS voice. SA2 would like to request feedback from RAN2 and RAN3 on the foreseen impact on E-UTRAN specifications depending on the selected QCI value.

Similarly for UTRAN there are two possibilities to identify the bearer used for IMS voice, one is to use TC= Conversational and SSD=Speech, and the other possibility is to define a new SSD dedicated IMS voice only. SA2 would also like feedback on the potential UTRAN specification impact if the existing SSD should be reused or a new SSD should be defined. 

2. Actions 

To RAN 2 and RAN 3:
SA2 kindly asks RAN2 and RAN3 to provide feedback on the E-UTRAN and UTRAN impact depending on the QCI and SSD values that are used to identify the bearer for IMS voice.
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