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Discussion and decision
1 Introduction 
The purpose of [1] is to provide RAN with the missing information to make a full decision on Rel-7 features optionality, for features where there could not be a clear decision in RAN.

Following initial discussion of [1] in RAN2#61, we summarise the understanding of RAN2 on the feature dependencies, and try to reach a common view in RAN2 on the relevant discussions to have in RAN.

2 Discussion
In the discussions on feature dependencies, the following understanding was reached:

· support of 16QAM for HSUPA in FDD requires support of E-DPCCH boosting and of E-DPDCH power interpolation

· there are benefits to use E-DPCCH boosting and/or E-DPDCH power interpolation when 16QAM is not configured

· the UTRAN has to reconfigure the UE after receiving the UE capabilities (among which E-DCH category), so there is no need in the RRC CONNECTION REQUEST to know if E-DPCCH boosting or E-DPDCH power interpolation are supported by the UE

Also, the following considerations were raised:
· not all Rel-7 features were made optional, some small improvements with limited UE impact were included from the start as mandatory, and that is the case with E-DPDCH power interpolation
· while there is benefit to use E-DPCCH boosting even if 16QAM for HSUPA in FDD is not supported, this possibility was only introduced at RAN#38

· E-DPCCH power boosting has strong impact on UE implementations as it touches functions which are typically implemented in hardware
3 Conclusion
We propose to send a Liaison Statement to RAN plenary indicating that E-DPCCH boosting could be made optional for Rel-7 UEs.  However, it would be mandatory for UEs supporting 16QAM for HSUPA in FDD.
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Figure 1: Rel-7 feature dependencies
The matching CRs are for:

· 25.306: definition of "Support for E-DPCCH boosting"

· 25.331: signalling of "Support for E-DPCCH boosting" in UE capabilities

[Drafts to be added]
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