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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 thanks T1 and CN1 for their LSs (T1-040259, N1-040470) on Permissibility of Separate RRC Connections for Sequential CS and PS Registration.  It is RAN2 understanding that NAS in the UE may perform the PS and CS registration procedures in parallel or in sequence.  
· If the UE executes the procedures in parallel, the procedures will be executed on one RRC connection.

· If the procedures are performed in sequence, UTRAN has no way of knowing if and when the second NAS procedure is going to be executed.  For this reason, it is possible that, in case of subsequent PS and CS registration procedures, UTRAN may either keep the RRC connection (if the subsequent INITIAL DIRECT TRANSFER message is received immediately after the completion of the first registration) or release the RRC connection (if there is no NAS activity for some amount of time after the completion of the first registration) after the first registration has taken place.  If the RRC connection is released, the UE will send a new RRC CONNECTION REQUEST message to establish a new RRC connection as soon as NAS in the UE requests the lower layers to send an UL NAS message.
RAN2 would like to clarify that the UE cannot release the RRC connection locally after the successful completion of a NAS procedure.  Even in error cases (e.g. abort indication from NAS layer after expiration of timer T3240) the UE is only allowed to send SIGNALLING CONNECTION RELEASE INDICATION message to UTRAN.  Only UTRAN decides the release of the RRC connection.
In summary, it is RAN2 understanding that it is a valid sequence for sequential CS and PS Registrations to use  separate RRC connections, but whether this sequence occurs depends on UTRAN behaviour.   T1 should discuss if this possibility should be covered by test cases.

2. Actions:

To T1 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks T1 to consider the above considerations.
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