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1. Background:

TSG SA WG2 would like to thank TSG GERAN WG2 for the LS TSGG2#5bis(01)0196 and N4-010919.

The TR “Network Assisted Inter BSC/RNC Cell Change “” addresses the following enhancements:

************** Copy from TR Network Assisted Inter BSC/RNC Cell Change ******************

Phase 1 – distribution of neighbour cell system information between BSCs over the Gb interface. 

Phase 2 - distribution of neighbour cell system information between BSCs over the Iu and the Iurg interfaces. The phase 2 is required first when ‘Iu-only’ cells not supporting pre-REL5 mobile stations will be introduced.

Phase 3 – distribution of neighbour cell system information between GERAN and UTRAN

************** Copy from TR Network Assisted Inter BSC/RNC Cell Change ******************

TSG SA 2 understanding is that the above work can be divided in two part Phase1 and Phase2/3

2. Actions:

Phase 1:

For the enhancements over Gb new messages are needed via CN in ordered to spread updates for a cell to neigbouring cells. TSG SA2 will do the necessary updates stage 2 23.060 and TSG SA2 accept the concept as such. Anyhow, the CN should be transparent to the information actually exchanged between the 2 BSC. The number of messages which carries transparent container information shall be kept to a minimum.

Phase 2 and Phase 3:

For enhancements in Iu mode of operation TSG SA2 wan’t to seek guidance from TSG RAN3 and TSG RAN2 and ask the following questions:

· Has Network Assisted  Cell Change according to the TR  been considered before and could it be a new UTRAN feature? Are the improvement in cell re-selection time considerably, i.e is it justified to standardize?

· If this feature is taken into consideration by RAN, what are the benefits/drawbacks of the different solutions addressed in the TR seen from RAN point of view ?

