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1. Introduction

At the RAN2#19 meeting, it was agreed to continue the e-mail discussion concerning the PLMN Selection procedure, and specially Cell search procedure.

2. Summary of discussion

The discussion way mainly on Cell Search for Cell Selection Procedure.

One of the question is What is meant by “strongest cell” ?. Is it always the same assumption ? It seems that is causes confusion.

The foreseen definitions for “strongest” were

· The one with highest RSCP or Ec/No

· The one with highest correlation peak on CPICH or PSCH

It was pointed out that when using Stored Information procedure, the UE can camp on the first suitable cell. But for Initial Cell selection procedure, it would have to search for the strongest one.

It was noticed that at this time(Cell Selection), the PLMN is already chosen and the goal is to have access to the service as quick as possible even if the selected cell would not be the best suitable cell at that time

The whole paragraph (Cell selection) was judged misleading and may need to be re-written. Some text has bee proposed:

"This procedure requires no prior knowledge of which RF channels are UTRA carriers. The UE shall scan all RF channels in the UTRA band to find a suitable cell of the selected PLMN. Once a suitable cell is found the search for the rest of the carriers shall be stopped and the cell shall be selected."

It was pointed out that using this text, some UE could always chose the same cell on a frequency, depending of the implementation. It was proposed to use correlation peak on CPICH and / or PSCH to avoid that.

The concept of strongest cell for the search for acceptable cell was added in RAN2#17 meeting in Sophia (R2-002367), due to removal of the old Initial Cell Selection procedure. The idea was to have a good cell to be able to make an emergency call. The removal of “strongest” is not seen as a problem in this case for some contributors.

3. Conclusion

There was no main conclusion in this discussion as there was not many contributors.

It seems that the Cell selection paragraph may be rewritten more clearly.

Some discussion is welcome during the meeting.
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