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1. Introduction

When a cell is “Reserved for operator use”, only UEs with AC11~15 can select/reselect that cell, along with the UE that is making emergency call.  However, any UE in CELL_DCH state can perform handover to this cell, because UEs in CELL_DCH state do not need to check Cell Access Restriction information in system information.  This is not desirable from operator’s perspective.

2. Discussion

When performing a maintenance or upgrading the network, an operator may want to prevent any access by normal UEs (UEs with AC0~9) to the cells affected (which will probably be reserved for operator use.)  To prevent normal UEs from access to the cells affected, the only option available is to remove those cells from neighbour cell list.  However, this also means that the UEs with AC 11 or 15, which will be the UE that the operator will use to test that cell, will not be able to handover to those cells.  This will not allow the operator to perform items such as diversity handover testing.

A solution is to include an indication whether that particular UE is allowed to access “Cell reserved for operator use”, in RRC CONNECTION SETUP COMPLETE message as a part of UE capability.  This way, RNC can keep track of UEs that are allowed to access the cell that is reserved for operator use when performing handover.  

3. Conclusion

If this can be agreed, NTT DoCoMo will submit a CR at next meeting.  Also, a liaison needs to be sent to RAN WG3, since this information needs to be given to DRNC when Iur exists.

