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RAN WG2 thanks CN WG1 for the liaison stament R2-000543  (N1-000493) on UE initiated signaling connection release. CN WG1 inquired  whether the RAN WG2 specifications include a procedure, which enables the UE to request for the release of a given signalling connection in case an abnormal situation occurs. 

Currently, the RAN WG2 specifications do not allow the UE to request for the release of a signalling connection. Such a procedure can be added to the RRC specification 25.331. 

The inclusion of UE initiated signalling connection release should be handled as follows:

Upon request from the higher layers, the UE RRC transmits a SIGNALLING CONNECTION RELEASE REQUEST message to the UTRAN. The release request message includes the flow identifier of the signalling connection. Upon reception of the SIGNALLING CONNECTION RELEASE REQUEST message, the UTRAN determines whether the signalling connection, which is to be released, is the only signalling connection currently established for that UE. If the signalling connection is the only one, the UTRAN will initiate the RRC connection release procedure. If the signalling connection is not the only one, the UTRAN will initiate the signalling connection release procedure. The UTRAN should then execute the  corresponding RANAP procedure.

The addition of this scenario requires that a SIGNALLING CONNECTION RELEASE REQUEST message and its handling are added to the RRC specification.  A CR on this topic will be drafted and handled in RAN WG2 during RAN WG2#11 this week in order to include the scenario in the Rel. 99 specification.










