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RAN WG2 would like to thank RAN WG3 for highlighting the ambiguity with respect to the recommendation of using ASN.1 in conjunction with TTCN.

The relationship between ASN.1 and TTCN is as follows:

1) TTCN is currently defined (by ISO/IEC) in such a way that a subset of ASN.1 1990 (ITU-T X.208) may be used to express data in TTCN documents.

2) X.208 is replaced by the X.680 series (describing ASN.1 from 1994). The TTCN language definition is not yet updated to be fully harmonised with the newer (X.680 series) ASN.1 versions. However -

3) the ASN.1 1994 subset accommodated by TTCN is approximately equal to the contents of X.680 minus the “automatic tagging” feature. X.681, X.682 and X.683 are describing ASN.1 language features that are not valid in TTCN.

4) ASN.1 1997 is an update of ASN.1 1994.

5) With respect to ASN.1 1997 the RAN WG2 understanding is that few, if any, commercial TTCN tools yet have reasonable support for ASN.1 1997 whereas TTCN tools that support ASN.1 1994 are available.

The RAN WG2 recommendation would therefore be to use ASN.1 1994.
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