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RAN WG2 would like to thank SMG2 for the liaison statement on LS on measurement order parameters sent to the MS, for GSM to UMTS handovers.

RAN WG2 has studied the issue of the transport of information from other Radio Access Technologies, and would like to propose a mechanism whereby transparent containers would be provided to carry UMTS information in GSM cells.

With this proposal, RAN WG2 would only indicate its requirements to SMG2 in terms of the following:

· Number of broadcast messages and size of the broadcast messages to be broadcast in GSM cells

· Scheduling requirement for each broadcast message in a GSM cell

· Size of measurement reporting messages

· Frequency requirement for the reporting of measurement messages

The foreseen advantages of the proposal are the following:

· The messages containing UMTS information will be defined in the UMTS specification i.e. 25.331 i.e. with fewer risks of inconsistencies

· RAN WG2 can evolve the contents of the information without impacting the GSM specification, provided it is compatible with supported size/frequency

Reciprocally, for the transport of GSM information in a UMTS cell, RAN WG2 would provide transparent containers and would need the SMG2 requirements as described above. The information would be defined in GSM 04.18.

RAN WG2 would welcome the opinion of SMG2 on this proposed mechanism. In particular, the following questions should be answered:

· Is the proposed mechanism acceptable to SMG2

· Regarding the broadcast and reporting messages, does SMG2 have a preference for a fixed size of these messages, or does SMG2 intend to implement a segmentation layer along with the transparent container in which case RAN WG2 is free in the size of the information

RAN WG2 intends to provide more detailed information on the requirements on size and scheduling for the UMTS messages in another Liaison Statement.
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