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At TSG RAN WG1#8 the open loop power control for UTRA/FDD RACH was discussed, i.e. how to set the initial power for the preamble ramping process. The assumption up to now has been that the power is based on a path loss estimate (using information about the transmitted CPICH power, assumed to be broadcast on BCCH), an uplink interference estimate (also assumed to be broadcast on the BCCH), and a constant value that can be set by higher layer signalling.

RAN WG1 concluded that the assumed method and parameters are reasonable in general to give optimum performance on RACH with high degree of flexibility, but that the exact definition (and transportation to the UE) of the parameters included in the formula would need some elaboration by RAN WG2. Furthermore, it was concluded that instead of making all these parameters visible on L1, a clearer split of the layers is obtained if the actual calculation is done in the higher layers and that L1 is only informed about the final value of the initial power to use in the RACH procedure described in TS 25.214. Hence, RAN WG1 would like to ask RAN WG2 to specify the details of the open loop power estimate for RACH and CPCH access procedures. L1 is directly involved in this calculation only by reporting to higher layers the RSCP measured on the CPICH.

Following the decision in RAN WG1, a CR will be prepared for TS 25.214 where it is assumed that higher layers compute the parameter Preamble_Initial_Power that is set as the power for the first preamble transmission.

A similar estimation is performed when uplink dedicated channels are setup. Also specifying this estimation would fall under WG2's responsibility.
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