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TSG-RAN WG2 has recently studied the issues of cell or URA update. There are two proposals currently:

1. UE can directly send a data packet or a RRC message (could be CELL UPDATE or URA UPDATE or something else) using DTCH or DCCH logical channels with the UE identifier in the MAC header. The UE identifier can be either:

· c-RNTI, if it is valid in the cell

· s-RNTI plus SRNC-ID if no c-RNTI is allocated for the UE (e.g. if the UE is new to the cell but has remained under the same URA)

2. UE must first send a Cell Update message using CCCH. Only after the Cell Update procedure is completed and C-RNTI allocated for the UE, user data can be sent. In this case, the UE identifier would be conveyed in the RRC message.

From a purely radio interface point of view, the first possibility presents some potential efficiency gains on the usage of RACH. This needs, however, a bit more clarification in WG2..

No conclusion was drawn yet from the discussions in WG2, both possibilities being so far candidates for the radio interface specifications.

TSG-RAN WG2 would like TSG-RAN WG3 to study the impact on the Iur of those 2 possibilities and provide WG2 with some indication on the feasibility of the 2 solutions from a Iur perspective.

Furthermore, TSG-RAN WG2 would like to ask for a joint e-mail discussion on this topic.

