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1. Introduction

During TSG RAN #2 the work plan of the TSG RAN WG2 was presented. The discussion shows that it seems necessary to clarify the relation of the maturity of work and the expected milestones within 1999. The following summarises this relation and proposes a clarification on this issue. 

2. Discussion

In [1] the outcome from TSG RAN WG2 #1 is reflected. Basically the structure of work was agreed, it was also common understanding that the Release 99 has to be finished in December 1999. To reach this target, the work was structured in such a way that the basic documents have to be finished first.

In terms of protocols that means, the first protocol which has to be stable is MAC followed by RLC, the work is completed for Release 99 by RRC at the end of 1999. Therefore it was agreed to have a first MAC version ready for approval by TSG RAN in April 1999. This version V1.0.0 contains the information which was agreed in WG2 as base for work in 1999. Some dependencies exist regarding the grade of maturity of other specifications and technical reports, mainly affected are impacts on the protocol specifications from Layer1 specifications and Layer 23 methodology aspects.

There exists at least the probability to have not all parts of the protocol specification ready with a comparable grade of maturity in time. It should therefore be possible to improve the contents of the Protocol specifications also if the Version V1.0.0 is reached to keep the release 99 in time.

The second aspect that should be considered here is the amount of such changes. To assure a stable base of descriptions it was agreed at WG2 #1 that the introduction of new features after V1.0.0 should be restricted. Therefore an agreed list of features for Release 99 should be the base for former work after version V1.0.0 is available. 

3. Conclusion

It is proposed that the work plan document of WG2 should reflect that:

· it should  be possible to improve the contents of the protocol specifications also if the version V1.0.0 is reached and 

· an agreed list of features for Release 99 should be the base for former work after that time where the version V1.0.0 is available.
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