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1. Introduction
A lot of efforts have gone into introducing new interference measurements based on CSI-IM REs in Rel-11. The CSI-IM based measurements replace the previous unspecified mechanism, which in practice meant that UEs were acquiring highly erroneous interference estimates based on CRS REs that see an interference level highly different from the interference level for data on PDSCH. 
With current agreements and specifications, the UE is typically free to measure interference based on any of the CSI-IM resource elements as evident from the excerpt from the CQI definition below:
“Based on an unrestricted observation interval in time and frequency, the UE shall derive for each CQI value reported in uplink subframe n the highest CQI index between 1 and 15…”

The present specifications thus effectively leave it completely unspecified which CSI-IM REs may be used. This is problematic in practice and this contribution therefore discusses ways to more clearly specify the allowed CSI-IM REs for a particular CSI report. 

2. A Clear Specification of what CSI-IM REs to Use
Leaving the CSI-IM REs used for interference measurement completely unspecified leads to inconsistent UE behavior, thereby making it difficult to tune the network operation to achieve maximal performance. For example, some UEs may use aggressive filtering leading to very stable interference estimates regardless of the dynamics of the interference while other UEs may choose to try to better track the interference variations leading to faster time-variations of the interference estimates. Needless to say, this presents major challenges to the ACK/NACK based OLLA whose convergence behavior is highly dependent on the way the interference estimates vary in the CQI estimates. Consequently, it would be highly challenging finding efficient OLLA settings with such inconsistent UE behavior. 
Observation

· It is currently unspecified which CSI-IM REs are used for a particular CSI report leading to inconsistent UE behavior

· Difficult for the network to optimize the performance when inconsistent UE behavior w.r.t. interference averaging is present
With excessive filtering in time domain the CQI is unable to capture the typically rapid changes in interference situation, with lower performance as a result. Similarly, excessive frequency domain averaging risks giving problems with some frequency domain interference coordination schemes.

Observation

· Excessive time domain averaging lowers system performance as the CQI is unable to follow the dynamic variations of the interference

· Excessive frequency domain averaging risks giving problems with some frequency domain interference coordination schemes

To avoid the problems associated with inconsistent UE behavior with respect to interference measurements, the RAN1 specifications need to offer clear guidance on which CSI-IM REs the UE is allowed to use for a particular measurement. Basically, less averaging in time and frequency allows the CQI to more quickly react to changing interference conditions and thus leads to better performance. On the other hand, if too few resources are used, the estimation accuracy with respect to static interference plus noise may not be good enough. Furthermore, considering maintaining flexibility in supported frequency granularity of interference coordination schemes, it appears the frequency granularity would not be limited as long as the interference averaging is kept within a subband. This since the scheduler in the eNodeB can anyway not distinguish between different interference levels at a granularity finer than that of the CQI. With the above in mind, we arrive at the following proposal for clarified specification of interference measurements:

Proposal

· For a particular CSI report, the UE is only allowed to use the CSI-IM REs falling within the subband of the CSI reference resource, and which are present in the latest valid downlink subframe, of the relevant subframe set (if applicable), in or before the subframe containing the CSI reference resource and which are within the configured CSI-IM REs associated with the CSI process.
· Hence, interference averaging is only allowed within a single subframe within a single subband corresponding in frequency to the CSI reference resource
3. Discussion
It may seem as if limiting the averaging potential as in the above proposal could lead to worse CQI accuracy and thus hurt performance compared to the present case of an unrestricted set of CSI-IM REs to use. This is however not the case. In RAN4, it has been showed that averaging CSI-IM REs over just two RBs in frequency with no averaging across subframes (i.e., a total of 8 REs are used) fulfills the CQI performance requirements, hence maintaining the performance of CQI [1]. From Figure 1, we can also see that averaging over more than 2, and even more so for 4, RBs of CSI-IM resources does not bring much additional accuracy with respect to mitigating static noise plus interference.
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Figure 1: CDF of estimated interference level for different number of CSI-IM resources.
Observation

· Performance evaluations in RAN4 shows that interference averaging within only 2 RBs is sufficient to fulfill the CQI accuracy requirements

· Diminishing returns on averaging over more than 2 RBs of CSI-IM in static interference plus noise situations
Currently, RAN1 specifications give no guidance to UE vendors over what resources the UE may average interference over. As a result the UE vendor cannot be certain which averaging granularity is appropriate considering its impact on system performance for the multitude of transmission strategies an eNodeB potentially can employ. From that perspective, it appears more reasonable that the eNodeB performs the filtering instead of the UE. Some UE vendors may prioritize frequency domain interference coordination with a minimal frequency granularity of 1 RB, which actually would detrimentally lower the CQI accuracy in plenty of more conventional network transmission techniques. Hence, clearly writing in RAN1 specifications which CSI-IM REs the UE is allowed to use for a particular report may very well, even in the case of totally static interference, have the effect of improving CQI accuracy since the UE vendor does not need to be overly restrictive. With more realistic dynamically varying interference, the performance improves when the averaging is limited as in the proposal as the CQI will better track the varying interference, striking a good compromise between estimation accuracy and tracking behavior.

Observation
· Current situation with no RAN1 guidance on reasonable UE interference averaging interval undesirable  from performance point of view
· Even in the friendliest scenario towards averaging, i.e., static interference plus noise, some UEs may employ an inadequate amount of averaging in frequency domain just to be sure to align the interference averaging with potential network schemes involving extremely fine granular frequency domain interference coordination

4. Conclusions
This contribution discussed the amount of interference averaging that should be allowed over CSI-IM REs. Based on the discussion and evaluation results we arrive at the following observations and proposals:
Observations

· It is currently unspecified which CSI-IM REs are used for a particular CSI report leading to inconsistent UE behavior

· Difficult for the network to optimize the performance when inconsistent UE behavior w.r.t. interference averaging is present
· Excessive time domain averaging lowers system performance as the CQI is unable to follow the dynamic variations of the interference
· Excessive frequency domain averaging risks giving problems with some frequency domain interference coordination schemes
Proposal

· For a particular CSI report, the UE is only allowed to use the CSI-IM REs falling within the subband of the CSI reference resource, and which are present in the latest valid downlink subframe, of the relevant subframe set (if applicable), in or before the subframe containing the CSI reference resource and which are within the configured CSI-IM REs associated with the CSI process.
· Hence, interference averaging is only allowed within a single subframe within a single subband corresponding in frequency to the CSI reference resource
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