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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.

Introduction

This TR collects the work done under the HSDPA Multipoint Transmission Study Item [2]
1
Scope
HSPA based mobile internet offerings are becoming very popular and data usage is increasing rapidly. Consequently, HSPA has begun to be deployed on more than one transmit antenna or more than one carrier. As an example, the single cell downlink MIMO (MIMO-Physical layer) feature was introduced in Release 7. This feature allowed a NodeB to transmit two transport blocks to a single UE from the same cell on a pair of transmit antennas thus improving data rates at high geometries and providing a beamforming advantage to the UE in low geometry conditions. Subsequently, in Release-8 and Release-9, the dual cell HSDPA (DC-HSDPA) and dual band DC-HSDPA features were introduced. Both these features allow the NodeB to serve one or more users by simultaneous operation of HSDPA on two different carrier frequencies in two geographically overlapping cells, thus improving the user experience across the entire cell coverage area. In Release 10 these concepts were extended so that simultaneous transmissions to a single UE could occur from four cells (4C-HSDPA).
When a UE falls into the softer or soft handover coverage region of two cells on the same carrier frequency, it would be beneficial for the non-serving cell to be able to schedule packets to this UE and thereby improving this particular user’s experience, especially when the non-serving cell is partially loaded. MultiPoint HSDPA allows two cells to transmit packets to the same UE, providing improved user experience and system load balancing. MultiPoint HSDPA can operate on one or two frequencies.
2
References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

[1]
3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".

[2]
RP-101439, “Study Item Description for HSDPA Multipoint Transmission”
[3]
R1-110126, “DL Scheduling, RLC and Flow Control assumption for Inter-NodeB Multi-Point Transmissions”, Qualcomm Inc., 3GPP RAN1 #63
[4]
R1-106335, “System Performance Evaluation of DF-DC”, Qualcomm Inc., 3GPP RAN1#63.

3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

Delete from the above heading those words which are not applicable.

Clause numbering depends on applicability and should be renumbered accordingly.

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [x] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [x].

Definition format (Normal)

<defined term>: <definition>.

example: text used to clarify abstract rules by applying them literally.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

Symbol format (EW)

<symbol>
<Explanation>

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [x] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [x].

Abbreviation format (EW)

<ACRONYM>
<Explanation>

4
Objectives of the HSDPA Multipoint Transmission Study
The study on HSDPA multipoint transmission should fulfill the following objectives:

· Identify the potential HSDPA multipoint transmission methods and evaluate their system performance and user experience benefits for the following scenarios:

a. Simultaneous HSDPA transmission from a pair of cells operating on the same carrier frequency in any given TTI to a particular user.

b. Single HSDPA transmission from any one of the two cells operating on the same carrier frequency in any given TTI to a particular user.

c. In addition to a single carrier operation, consideration shall also be given to the operation of the HSDPA multipoint transmission method in combination with Release 10 functionality, e.g. MC-HSDPA+MIMO x 2 sectors.

d. Functionality currently defined in DC-HSDPA and/or 4C-HSDPA for e.g. channel coding of CQI reports and CQI reporting measurement procedures should be reused where possible
e. Any impact to legacy terminals from any of the proposed methods should be clarified as part of the study.

· Identify potential standardization impact for HSDPA multipoint transmission operation:
· Identify impact to implementation that are relevant to the following for both Intra-NodeB and Inter-NodeB same frequency cell aggregation and cell switching:

a. ME

b. RAN
5
Descriptions of the
HSDPA Multipoint Transmission Concepts
5.1 
SF-DC Aggregation

In this scheme:

· Each of a pair of cells can simultaneously schedule a transport block on the HS-DSCH to the UE in the same frequency

· The two cells can 

· belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation) or

·  belong to non-colocated  NodeBs (Inter-NodeB aggregation)
· The HS timing between the two cells may be asynchronous

· The UE monitors HS-SCCH on both cells 

· The ACK/NACK and CQI information for each cell are transmitted jointly per TTI

· In the Inter-NodeB case, both cells decode the HS-DPCCH
· The UE is capable of a Type 3i receiver per cell.
The reference case for this scheme should be single carrier HSDPA
5.2 
SF-DC Switching

In this scheme:

· One out of two cells can schedule a transport block on the HS-DSCH in to the UE in the same frequency

· The two cells belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation)
· The choice of cell that schedules the transport block can be based on the CQI feedback (i.e. cell that has the stronger CQI)

· The HS timing between the two cells may be asynchronous
· The UE monitors HS-SCCH on both cells
· The ACK/NACK and CQI information for each cell are transmitted jointly per TTI 
· The H-ARQ retransmission in a particular TTI to a UE can be scheduled on either cell
· The UE has a single Rx antenna and is capable of LMMSE per cell

The reference case for this scheme should be single carrier HSDPA
5.3 
DF-DC Aggregation
In this scheme:

· The UE is configured on a pair of frequencies (f1, f2)

·  Each of a pair of cells can simultaneously schedule a transport block on the HS-DSCH to the UE.

· The two cells can 

· be on the same frequency (f1 or f2) or  on

· a different frequency 

· one cell on f1

· other cell on f2

· belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation) or

· belong to non-colocated  NodeBs (Inter-NodeB aggregation) 

· The HS timing between the two cells may be asynchronous

· The UE monitors HS-SCCH on both cells 
· The ACK/NACK and CQI information for each cell are transmitted jointly per TTI on a single frequency
· The UE has a single Rx antenna and is capable of LMMSE per cell.

The reference case for this scheme should be DC-HSDPA as in Rel-8. In particular, the baseline scheme(s) correspond to a hotspot scenario where one sector transmits on two frequencies (f1,f2) and the neighboring sector transmits on a single frequency as described in [4]. Performance should be evaluated for the UEs that have both SC and DC sectors in the active set, and whose strongest cells on two carriers are different (as shown in Figure 2 of [4]).
5.4
DF-4C Aggregation

This scheme is an extension of SF-DC aggregation.

In this scheme:

· The UE is configured on a pair of frequencies (f1, f2)

·  On each frequency, each of a pair of cells can simultaneously schedule a transport block on the HS-DSCH to the UE.

· The pair of cells can belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation)

· The pair of cells can belong to different NodeBs (Inter-NodeB aggregation)

· A maximum of four transport blocks can be scheduled to the UE during a TTI. 

· The HS timing between the two cells may be asynchronous

· The ACK/NACK and CQI information for each of the four cells are transmitted jointly per TTI.
· The UE is capable of a Type 3i receiver per cell.

The reference case for this scheme should be DC-HSDPA as in Rel-8.
5.5 
DF-4C Switching

This is an extension of SF-DC switching.

In this scheme:

· The UE is configured on a pair of frequencies (f1, f2)

·  On each frequency, one out of two cells can schedule a transport block on the HS-DSCH in to the UE in the same frequency.

· The pair of cells belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation)

· The choice of cell between the two cells that schedules the transport block can be based on the CQI feedback (i.e. cell that has the stronger CQI)

· A maximum of two transport blocks can be scheduled to the UE during a TTI. 

· The HS timing between the two cells may be asynchronous

· The ACK/NACK and CQI information for each of the four cells are transmitted jointly per TTI.
· The UE has a single Rx antenna and is capable of LMMSE per cell

The reference case for this scheme should be DC-HSDPA as in Rel-8.
5.6
HS-SFN with DDTx

In this scheme:

· One out of two cells operating in the same frequency can schedule a transport block on the HS-DSCH in to the UE, while the other cell does not send anything on HS-DSCH on the corresponding TTI

· The two cells belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation)

· The choice of cell that schedules the transport block can be based on the CQI feedback (i.e. cell that has the stronger CQI)

· The HS timing between the two cells may not be asynchronous

· The UE monitors HS-SCCH on both cells 

· The ACK/NACK and CQI information for each cell are transmitted jointly per TTI 

· The UE may have a single Rx antenna only and is LMMSE capable
The reference case for this scheme should be single carrier HSDPA.

5.7
HS-SFN with Feedback

In this scheme:

· Each of a pair of cells synchronously transmits the bit-exactly same transmission on the same HS-PDSCH codes using the same scrambling code and the same frequency to the UE so that the signals ‘SFN-combine’ over the air and the UE receiver sees just one multipath signal

· The two cells  belong to the same NodeB (Intra-NodeB aggregation)

· The HS timing between the two cells is synchronous
· The transmit phase of each cell may be adjusted (multipoint MIMO)

· The power delay profile of each cell may be adjusted

· The UE monitors HS-SCCH on the serving cell only

· The UE may have a single Rx antenna only and is LMMSE capable
The reference case for this scheme should be single carrier HSDPA
6
Evaluation Methodology

6.1
System Simulation Assumptions

Table 6.1: System Simulation Assumptions for MP-HSDPA

	Parameters
	Comments

	Cell Layout
	(1) Hexagonal grid, 19 Node B, 3 sectors per Node B with wrap-around
(2) Deployment with Remote Radio heads (Figure 6.2)
(3) Hexagonal grid, 19 Node B, 6 sectors per Node B with wrap-around (optional)

	Inter-site distance
	1000 m

	Carrier Frequency
	2000 MHz

	Path Loss
	L=128.1 + 37.6log10(R), R in kilometers

	Penetration loss
	10 dB

	Log Normal Fading 
	Standard Deviation : 8dB

Inter-Node B Correlation:0.5

Intra-Node B Correlation :1.0

	Max BS Antenna Gain
	14 dBi  for 3-sector deployment
17 dBi for 6-sector deployment

	Antenna pattern
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Mandatory – 3-sector deployment: 

                                                                      = 70 degrees,

                                                                 Am = 20 dB
Optional – 3-sector deployment: 

(3D ant) Kathrein Antenna Pattern with 7 deg downtilt

(1) (3D ant) Based on 36.814, table A.2.1.1.2 (*)
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== 70 degrees, Am = 25 dB
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= 10,  SLAv  = 20 dB
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The parameter 
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  is the electrical antenna downtilt. Antenna height at the base station is set to 32m. Antenna height at the UE is set to 1.5 m.
Optional – 6-sector deployment:[image: image13.wmf](
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                                                                      = 35 degrees,

                                                                 Am = 23 dB

	Number of UEs/cell
	1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32

UEs dropped uniformly across the system

	Channel Model
	PA3, VA3, PB3 (optional)
Fading across all pairs of antennas is completely uncorrelated.

	CPICH Ec/Io
	-10 dB

	Total Overhead power
	30%

	UE Antenna Gain
	0 dBi

	UE noise figure
	9 dB

	Thermal noise density
	-174 dBm/Hz

	Maximum Sector

Transmit Power
	43 dBm 

	Soft Handover Parameters
	R1a (reporting range constant) = 6 dB,
R1b (reporting range constant) = 6 dB
CIO = 3dB (DF-DC schemes, for 1-carrier to 2-carrier boundary cells, favouring the 2-carrier sites)

	HS-DSCH 
	Up to 15 SF 16 codes per carrier for HS-PDSCH

-Total available power for  HS-PDSCH and HS-SCCH is 70% of Node B Tx power, with HS-SCCH transmit power being driven by 1% HS-SCCH BLER, or 

HS-PDSCH HARQ: Both chase combining and IR based can be used. Maximum of 4 transmissions with 10% target BLER after the first transmission. Retransmissions are of highest priority.

	HS-DPCCH 
	9 slot CQI delay

CQI estimation noise may be added

	Number of H-ARQ processes
	6

	Maximum active set size
	3

	Traffic
	Bursty Traffic Source Model

File Size: Truncated Lognormal,  
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 , Mean = 0.125 Mbytes, Maximum = 1.25 Mbytes
Optional: File Size: Truncated Lognormal,  
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 , Mean = 0.5 Mbytes, STD = 0.1805 Mbytes, Maximum = 1.25 Mbytes
Inter-arrival time: Exponential, Mean = 5 seconds

	OCNS
	 OCNS=0, namely all sectors transmit at full power only when they have data. 

	Candidate Schemes
	Multiflow schemes:

(1) SF-DC Aggregation

(2) SF-DC Switching

(3) DF-DC Aggregation

(4) DF-4C Aggregation (optional)

(5) DF-4C Switching (optional)

See Section 5 for more details

HS-SFN schemes:

(1) HS-SFN with DDTx

(2) HS-SFN with feedback

	DL Scheduling
	The companies should describe the scheduling used. One example scheduling approach is described below
· For Intra-NodeB aggregation, a single scheduler is assumed.

· For Inter-NodeB aggregation, the scheduler at each cell is independent without any information exchange. 
· For a UE i, served by cell k, either as the primary or secondary serving cell, its priority is the classic PF metric: Rreq, i,k/( αi,k Rserved,i,k) where Rreq, i,k is the requested data rate based on CQI, Rserved,i,k is the average served rate and αi,k is a scaling factor. 

· For each cell, two classes of UEs are defined during scheduling,
· Class A: UEs that have this cell as serving (via strongest link).
· Class B: UEs that do NOT have this cell as serving (via weaker link).
· The used prioritisation mechanism between Class A and Class B UEs shall be described.

	Number of MAC-ehs entities
	· For Intra-NB schemes, there is only one MAC-ehs entity at the UE. 

· For Inter-NB schemes, there are two MAC-ehs entities at the UE, one for each cell

	RLC layer modeling
	(1) Ideal

(2) Realistic (optional) – Approach used should be described. (Note 1) 

	Iub Flow control modeling
	(1) Ideal 

(2) Realistic (optional) – Approach used should be described. (Note 1) 

	HS-DPCCH Decoding
	(1) Ideal 

(2) Realistic (optional) – Approach used should be described.

	MP-HSDPA   UE capabilities
	All MP-HSDPA UEs are capable of 15 SF 16 codes and 64QAM for each cell 

Percentage of MP-HSDPA capable UEs : 100% and 30% 

Note : In the baseline when MP-HSDPA UEs are replaced with non-MP-HSDPA UEs, the receiver type remains the same. Eg : In the baseline when 30% SF-DC-HSDPA UEs are replaced with non SF-DC-HSDPA UEs, these UEs are still capable of Type 3i receiver.

	Legacy UE capabilities
	(1) Single Rx LMMSE (Type 2)

	UE distribution 
	UEs uniformly distributed within the system (mandatory)

Loading ratio between heavily loaded and lightly loaded cells: 3:1 (optional)

· The heavily loaded cells are (0,1,8)

	Secondary serving cell
	The secondary strongest cell in the UE active set, based on path loss and shadowing, is the secondary serving cell. For Intra-NB schemes, secondary serving HS-DSCH cell is further restricted to be at the same Node B as the primary serving cell

	CQI Estimation (HS-SFN schems)
	(1) Ideal

(2) Realistic: CQI estimation model in HS-SFN receiver should be described

	CQI Impact

(HS-SFN schemes)
	Realistic:  How CQI impact in non HS-SFN users is modeled should be described


Note 1: One example of “realistic” RLC modeling and realistic Iub Flow control modeling was presented in [3]. 

Table 6.2: Assumptions specific to candidate MP-HSDPA schemes
	Scheme
	UE receiver

	SF-DC Aggregation
	Type 3i

	SF-DC Switching
	Type 2  or Type 3

	DF-DC Aggregation
	Type 2 or Type 3

	DF-4C Aggregation
	Type 3i

	DF-4C Switching
	Type 2 or Type 3

	HS-DDTx
	Type 2 or Type 3

	HS-SFN
	Type 2 or Type 3


The 6-sector site is illustrated in Figure 6.1 matching to the more typically used 3-sector 19-site layout. The overall simulation area and site locations are exactly the same as in the 3-sector case.


[image: image10]
Figure 6.1  A cell-site with 6-sector antennae. 

One example of a 6-cell RRH layout is illustrated in Figure 6.2 where the same colored cells correspond to a set of cells controlled by a single Node B. There are 3 RRH clusters in the system. When non-uniform loading is simulated, the heavily loaded cells are (0,1,8). Note that other RRH layouts, e.g. consisting of more RRH clusters can also be studied. 

[image: image11.png]



Figure 6.2  A network of 6-cell RRH. 

6.2
System Performance Evaluation Metrics

6.2.1 
Metrics without modeling RLC or Iub flow control 

The following performance metrics should be compared between the reference case and the MP-HSDPA schemes: 

·    Sector throughput at different number of users (N)

· Normalized and un-normalized user burst rate distribution (CDF)

· User burst rate gain at different user burst rate percentiles or geometries: This would be the user throughput improvements as a function of the user-quantile (relative improvement of average per-user burst rate over user-quantile, e.g. by how much did the burst rate of the worst 10% of users improve). This metric can demonstrate any cell edge user performance enhancement
· User burst rate gain for UEs in softer and soft handover 

· CDF of user burst rates for UEs in softer and soft handover

· PER after all the HARQ retransmissions
· Error rate of HS-DPCCH decoding 
· Fraction of UEs in softer and soft handover

· In addition to the burst rate gain for all UEs in the system user burst rate gain for those UEs in the 3 heaviest loaded cells should also be reported in the case of non-uniform loading 
· In addition to the CDF of the user burst rate gain for all UEs in the system the CDF of user burst rate gain for those UEs in the 3 heaviest loaded cells should also be reported in the case of non-uniform loading
For the MP-HSDPA schemes, the performance metrics should be evaluated separately for the MP-HSDPA capable UEs and the non MP-HSDPA capable UEs.

In the case where a RRH deployment scenario is considered the presented performance measures should only be reported for the UEs which have a cell belonging to a RRH cluster as its serving HS-DSCH cell. 
6.2.2 
Additional metrics with RLC or Iub flow control modeled

The following performance metrics are helpful to evaluate the impact from the out-of-order MAC reception at the UE: 

· RLC retransmission rate
· RLC layer throughput
· PDF of RLC packet delay: the delay is calculated as the time between when the RLC packet is constructed at the RNC until it is delivered by UE RLC receiver to upper layers; RLC packets discarded after maximum number of retransmissions should be counted separately
7
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