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5.3
Uplink TFCS Management with RRC Signalling

There are following TFCS reconfiguration messages available in current specifications [5]:

· Complete reconfiguration, in which case UE shall remove a previously stored TFCS set, if it exists 

· Addition, in which case UE shall insert the new additional TFC(s) into the first available position(s) in ascending order in the TFCS.

· Removal, in which case UE shall remove the TFC indicated by “IE” TFCI from the current TFCS, and regard this position (TFCI) as vacant.

· Replace, in which case UE shall replace the TFCs indicated by “IE” TFCI and replace them with the defined new TFCs.

In addition to those, there is also Transport format combination control message defined in [5], with which the network can define certain restrictions in the earlier defined TFCS set, as described below.

· Transport Format Combination Subset in the TFC control message can be defined in the format of TFCS restriction; for downgrading the original TFCS set. There are several different formats possible. The message can define the minimum allowed TFC index in the original TFCS set. Or it can define that a certain TFC subset from the original TFCS set is either allowed or not. One possible way to define the message is to list what Transport channels have restrictions, and then list the allowed TFIs for the restricted Transport channels.  

· Transport Format Combination Subset in the TFC control message message can be defined in the format of canceling the earlier TFCS restriction; i.e. defining that the original TFCS set is valid again. 

Transport format combination control message includes activation time. The activation time defines the frame number /time at which the changes caused by the related message shall take effect. The activation time can be defined as a function of CFN, ranging between 0…255, the default being “now”. 

Transport format combination control message can also include an optional parameter of TFC control duration, which defines the period in multiples of 10 ms frames for which the defined restriction, i.e. TFC subset , is to be applied. The possible values for this are (1,2,4,8,16,24,32,48,64,128,192,256,512). 

In [5], in section 13.5, it is defined separately for each RRC procedure, what kind of delay requirements there are for UE. For TFCS control messages there are following delay requirements:

· TRANSPORT FORMAT COMBINATION CONTROL: N1 = 5. This defines the upper limit on the time required to execute modifications in UE after the reception of the RRC message has been completed. This means that after receiving the TFCS control message, the UE shall adopt the changes in the beginning of the next TTI starting after N1*10ms.

· TRANSPORT FORMAT COMBINATION CONTROL FAILURE: N2=8. This defines the number of 10 ms radio frames from end of reception of UTRAN -> UE message on UE physical layer before the transmission of the UE -> UTRAN response message must be ready to start on a transport channel with no access delay other than the TTI alignment. The UE response message transmission from the physical layer shall begin at the latest (N2*10)+TTI ms after completion of the reception of the last TTI carrying the triggering UTRAN -> UE message. When Target State is CELL_DCH, the UE response message transmission from the physical layer may be additionally delayed by the value of IE "SRB delay".
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