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1 Introduction
In the Incoming LS RP-170035 on N2 and N3 reference points for 5G system, SA2 indicates some assumptions on work that is clearly in the RAN3 ToR. 
2 Analysis of the statements in the LS
Let’s go through the LS item per item:
SA2 would like to inform TSG RAN, TSG SA, RAN WG3, CT WG1, CT WG4 that SA2 is defining an access agnostic architecture wherein the 5G Core interfaces the 5G-AN with  common interface (N2/N3).

RAN3 is not aware of any common interface (N2/N3). RAN3 are currently discussing NG-C and NG-U protocol features, with the understanding that those protocols will be used between the RAN and the NGC for the SA2 defined N2/N3 reference points. 
In other words, SA2 assumes that N2 and N3 defined between 5G-RAN and the 5G Core are also used to connect standalone non-3GPP Access  Networks to 5G core network control-plane functions and user-plane functions respectively. 

The current RAN3 ToR does not include work on standalone non 3GPP Access Network. And this would not be any issue if the NG-C and NG-U would be really access agnostic interfaces. However looking at the current S1 interface there are clearly access specific information and probably also access specific procedures (paging, mobility, etc) there today. 

SA2 is currently defining common procedures for 5G-RAN and non 3GPP Access Network, and therefore assumes that 

· a single control plane protocol is defined for N2. 
· a single user plane protocol  is  used for 5G-RAN and non 3GPP Access Network as well as over N9.

· The single protocols mentioned above may have access dependent features

Given the above, it appears as if SA2 are not really discussing an access agnostic interface, but the possibility to re-use the NG-C and NG-U protocols also between a CN and non 3GPP Access Network. Important from a RAN3 perspective is to avoid introducing un-necessary constraints on how RAN3 should design the protocol for the interface. 
SA2 understands the current terms of reference for RAN WG3 are focused on providing the specifications for protocols on the 5G-RAN - 5G Core Network interfaces.

SA2 would like to maximise the chances that the RAN 3 specifications can be reused for other Access Networks without delaying 3GPP RAN work or creating any new dependencies  for 3GPP RAN groups. 

3 Conclusions


We observe that SA2, although stating to define access agnostic interfaces, still seem to plan to introduce access specific features.

We would suggest to wait for SA2 to conclude the concept work first before making any decisions in RAN. 
