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1
Discussion
RAN has received an LS from SA2 [1] indicating that the N2 and N3 reference points defined between 5G RAN and 5G CN are also used to connect standalone non-3GPP Access Networks to 5G CN control plane functions and user plane functions respectively. Therefore, SA2 is currently defining common procedures for 5G RAN and non-3GPP Access Network, and assumes that:

· A single N2 control plane protocol is defined, for both 5G RAN and non-3GPP Access Network;
· A single N3 user plane protocol is defined, for both 5G RAN and non-3GPP Access Network (as well as other 5G CN interfaces such as N9 between two UPF nodes);
· The single protocols mentioned above may have access dependent features.

Discussion on a single common N2 protocol and N3 protocol was initiated in RAN3, but it was observed that the current RAN3 ToR does not include termination points outside of 3GPP. The outcome of the discussion was a request from the RAN3 chairman for guidance from RAN/SA as captured in the RAN3 chairman’s status report [2]:

Decision to make NG-U/C agnostic or termination point outside the 3GPP is not in the responsibility of RAN3 (see ToR) guidance of SA/RAN is needed to further proceed, if any
As indicated in [1], the decision to make NG-U/C (i.e. N3/N2) agnostic has already been taken by SA2.  Also, assuming the termination point of non-3GPP access is a function defined within 3GPP (i.e. N3IWF in TS 23.501), there should be no incompatibility to address the SA2 requirement in RAN3 as part of the planned update of RAN3 Terms of Reference (ToR) for 5G. 
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Conclusion and Proposals
In this contribution, we have elaborated on the SA2 assumption of a single N2/N3 interface for both 5G RAN and non-3GPP Access Network, and the guidance requested by RAN3 to resolve this topic.  The following is proposed:

Proposal: RAN to provide guidance to RAN3 that it may proceed with defining a common user plane (N3) protocol and control plane (N2) protocol for 5G RAN and non-3GPP Access Network as part of its planned work on the N2/N3 interface.
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