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1. Overall Description:

Following the RAN#73 discussions on terminology updates for the SID on "Study on New Radio Access Technology" (RP-161792), RAN would like to task RAN3 to consider, further clarifications and updates of the TR 38.801, if possible, with the following considerations:

RAN would like to recall that an evolution of an “eNB” through the release stays an “eNB”. However RAN understood that the embedding of an existing node into a new RAN Architecture definition might create confusion and might required new naming for study purpose in order to build a common understanding. 
RAN strongly encourages RAN3 to reconsider terms like “eLTE eNB” and “Evolved eUTRA” .
Instead, RAN understand that with the introduction of NR, the “eNB” might support different features, which can be differentiated by this way, e.g.:

· eNBcn:   The eNB that supports connectivity to both EPC and NG Core
· eNBng:  The eNB that supports connectivity on to NG Core (option 5)

· eNBx:  The eNB that supports connectivity to gNB via X2 like interface without connectivity to NG-core
· ....

In similar fashion, the gNB might support different features, which can be differentiated in the following way:
· gNBx: a variant of gNB that connects to the eNB via X2 like interface without connectivity to NG-core (option 3)

Please note there is no need to introduce the term “evolved eUTRA”, E-UTRA sees enough.
RAN also acknowledges the concept of needing a term for a new RAN to clarify the RAN architecture relation with the NG-core e.g. G-UTRAN
G-UTRAN: A Radio Access Network which supports either G-UTRA (e.g. gNB) or an E-UTRA (e.g. eNBcn, eNBng)  or both, supporting the interfacing with the NG Core (see TR 23.799 [6]). 

RAN would like also to encourage RAN3 to continue the study and further clarify the following aspects:
· Terminology related to Option 3/3A, and relation to the different RANs (E-UTRAN, G-UTRAN)
· The definition of the gNB (as example: generic definition, whether option 3 is a flavour gNB aka gNBx)

· Potential designation and definition of the different flavours of the eNB.
2. Actions:

To RAN3group.

ACTION: RAN kindly asks RAN3 group to take in to account the provided information and update the TR 38.801, if needed.
To SA2 group.

ACTION: RAN kindly asks SA2 group to take in to account the provided information.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meetings:

TSG-RAN Meeting #74 
5th – 8th December 2016 Vienna, Austria.

TSG-RAN Meeting #75
6th – 9th March 2017
Dubrovnik, Croatia.
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