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1
Introduction

A new work item (WI) for a new E-UTRA operating band consisting of 1695-1710 MHz UL and 1995-2020 MHz DL is proposed.  

2
Background
In the United States, two recently completed auctions made additional 75 MHz of mid-band spectrum available for wireless broadband.  In early 2014, the FCC successfully auctioned off the PCS H block consisting of 1915-1920 MHz UL and 1995-2020 MHz DL.  In 2015, the successful completion of Auction #97 freed up the following:
· 1755-1780 MHz UL & 2155-2180 MHz DL (paired AWS-3) (50 MHz of paired spectrum)
· 1695-1710 MHz UL (unpaired AWS-3) 15 MHz of unpaired spectrum
It is noted that the paired AWS-3 spectrum is currently being standardized in the on-going Band 66 WI [1].  Additionally, the FCC has granted the AWS-4 licensee the flexibility to convert the 2000-2020 MHz block to downlink [2].   The flexibility provides a better harmonization with the neighboring spectrum blocks (Band 2/25 and H block) and thereby allows for more efficient use of the 2000-2020 MHz band by eliminating the co-existence issues relating to its legacy uplink designation.  
3
Discussion
It is proposed to standardize a new E-UTRA operating band incorporating the newly available mid-band spectrum mentioned above.  Specifically, the proposed band consists of:
· 1695-1710 MHz (15 MHz) UL
· 1995-2020 MHz (25 MHz) DL
The proposed band achieves the following key objectives:
· Pairing standalone uplink (1695-1710 MHz) and downlink (2000-2020 MHz) spectrum blocks made available through recent FCC auction and rule changes
· Maximizing the downlink utility by incorporating the adjacent H block downlink (1995-2000 MHz)
Figure 1 depicts the arrangement of the proposed band plan.  Specific technical issues relating to the band, such as channelization and pairing arrangements, are proposed to be studied during the WI.
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Figure 1.  Proposed band plan arrangement
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Conclusion

A WID is presented in [3] for approval.  The WI proposes a new E-UTRA operating band consists of 1695-1710 MHz UL and 1995-2020 MHz, incorporating mid-band spectrum newly made available in the US.
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