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1
Introduction
This contribution continuous the discussion on the use of a possible “bis Release”, also referred as intermediate Release. This was first raised in RP-140787, which discussed the possible phasing of feature introduction in Release 13 ,and proposed to consider an intermediate Release 13 which would be RAN only (and LTE only). Such a mechanism would enable LTE features to be ‘released’ faster than the regular 18 to 24 month release interval, if work is completed earlier. In the RAN#64 dicussion it was commented that rather than intermediate Releases, perhaps “bis Release” would be a more proper term. This contribution provides more clarification for the proposed approach.
2
Motivation to consider a faster Release cycle 
The key motivations for a faster Release cycle are:
· Vendor R&D getting input (new features) with more even distribution in the time domain for the R&D pipe
· 3GPP becoming more reactive to market needs

· If a feature misses the previous Release milestone, there is not another 18 to 24 months to wait, but 9 to 12 months only
In general the faster Release cycle has some challenges as well:
· There is need for a more frequent ASN.1 review procedure, which needs somewhat more resources

· Intermediate Releases should be limited to RAN only features, since aligning 3GPP wide with such a short timeline would not be easy to implement (and trying that every 3 months would not seem feasibleat all).
3
Proposed practical approach with bis Release 
The key principle with the “bis Release” is as follows:

· It is optional, to be determined by previous RAN plenary meeting if a feature looks ready enough

· May be for RAN only feature or even for 3GPP wide feature if commitment from all TSGs available to have a feature Ready at the same time. 

· Does not make sense with too short a timeline (3 or 6 months)  before or after the previous Release ASN.1 freeze, so will require minimum Release duration  of 18 months or more.

The proposed approach is is illustrated in Figure 1, with the example application to Release 13 (with some delay to the currently considered closing time).

· Release 13 starts  “normally” 
·  After the first 9 months an evaluation point (in RAN plenary) to indentify whether some of the features and corresponding work items are ready to be implemented in the specifications as “Release 12bis1” 
· Release 12bis UE would support all Release 12 mandatory features and then the added Release 12bis features (subject to UE capability). 
· Typically topics done under TEI would be intended for the full Release.

· After possible bis release, the release 13 would continue for the rest of the release period and be released as today.
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Figure 1. The concept of “bis Release” (intermediate Release).

4
Conclusion
This contribution has discussed the possibility to introduce for the Release handling the possibilityof a bis Release, focusing on LTE only (and most likely restricted to RAN). 
For TSG RAN it is proposed toadopt a possibility for a” bis Release”, with an evaluation point around the middle of  a Release to first determine whether there is enough content available for the intermeditate Release

If there is enough content for a such a Release between major Release milestones, the TSG RAN WGs would be tasked to produce acoherent set of CRs for those features, including full ASN.1 which can be used for rolling out to the field and will be backwards compatible. 
The ASN.1 CRs needed to create fully functional ASN.1 on top of the previous full Release can then be compiled and directly used, once introduced to the specifications
