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1 Introduction

Due to high RAN4 workload, which is primarily due to LTE, no new Rel-13 UMTS/HSPA WI/SI affecting RAN4 was approved in the last RAN plenary (RAN#65). The approval process for UMTS related WI/SI led by or affecting RAN4 was also briefly discussed at the last RAN plenary. The main proposals put forward in the RAN were to have either a parallel UMTS session or to have separate time allocation for UMTS WIs in RAN4. There was no agreement and instead the discussion was postponed to RAN#66 when the final decision regarding the handling of UMTS work in RAN4 will be taken. This issue was also discussed in RAN4#72bis [1]; but there was no consensus in RAN4 on the approach for handling HSPA WI/SI.
In this contribution we analyze various options raised at the last RAN plenary and also express our views. 
2 Status of UMTS related WI/SI in RAN4
The following UMTS specific Rel-12 SI and Rel-12 WIs, have been part of RAN4 work. All these SI/WIs were led by RAN1 or RAN2. 
1. SI: Scalable UMTS

2. WI: UMTS Mobility Enhancements for Heterogeneous Networks;
3. WI: DCH Enhancements;

4. WI: UMTS Mobility Enhancements for Heterogeneous Networks;

5. WI: UMTS Heterogeneous Networks enhancements; 

6. WI: Enhanced Broadcast of System Information; 

7. WI: Further EUL Enhancements.  

All these WI/SI had impact on RAN4 core work (i.e. core requirements) or at least the core work was supposed to be analysed. RAN4 has indeed successfully completed the core work for the above SI/WIs and also performance work in several cases. Although the core WI on “Further EUL Enhancements” is still open but RAN4 core work is completed. 

3 RAN4 led Rel-13 WI/SI proposals
In RAN#66 the following Rel-13 WI, which is led by RAN4, is presented for approval. 
1. WI: UMTS Dual-Band UL carrier aggregation [2]

This work item was also presented for approval in RAN4#65 [3]. 

As stated above, all the UMTS Rel-12 RAN4 core work is already completed. UMTS is a widely deployed technology by a very large number of operators. Therefore, the evolution and enhancement of UMTS is crucial for the operators.   

However given the RAN4 work load situation and large number of Rel-13 LTE related SI/WI proposals it is not certain if all the above Rel-13 UMTS WI/SIs or other UMTS SI/WI led by other groups affecting RAN4 can be approved even at RAN#66. 
4 Analysis of options for handling UMTS work 
There are two possible options:

· Parallel UMTS session or

· Separate time allocation for UMTS in main sessions
We discuss the pros and cons of these approaches. 

Parallel UMTS session

The main advantage of parallel UMTS session (i.e. parallel to existing RAN4 sessions on RF and RRM/performance) is that sufficient time would be available for HSPA work.
However there are following drawbacks:
· Companies will have to increase the size of their delegation for handling both HSPA and LTE.

· It is not certain how the joint UMTS/LTE work will be handled in RAN4. Meetings would need to be carefully scheduled in such a way that UMTS delegates would be able to attend all discussions on joint UMTS/LTE topics, and it may not always be easy to identify in advance which topics have joint impact.

· Unlike in other WGs, in RAN4 there is considerable amount of work involving both UTRAN and LTE. Also such joint work can be common or similar in UMTS and LTE e.g. new frequency bands, co-existence issues, RRM measurement requirements, MSR, AAS etc. This means some work will have to be duplicated during joint sessions to make aware of the relevant aspects handled in UMTS and LTE.  

Based on these observations we are of the opinion that it not very efficient to have parallel UMTS and LTE sessions in RAN4.  
Separate time allocation for UMTS 

In this option separate but limited time can be reserved for UMTS SI/WIs in both the main RF and RRM/performance sessions (i.e reserve X time units per session). This means all new Rel-13 related UMTS WI/SIs put forward for approval would compete for time allocation out of the X TUs reserved for UMTS. However the value of X needs to be assessed by RAN on need basis and if necessary could be revised over time.

The advantages are that companies in RAN4 do not need to increase their delegates and also delegates will be able to easily follow the joint HSPA/LTE topics. We therefore prefer that this second approach is used at the RAN for approval of UMTS SI/WI in release 13. 
5 Summary
In this contribution we have analyzed the options discussed at the RAN for handling the new UMTS specific Rel-13 WI/SI that are led by or affect RAN4. In RAN4 due to large number of joint UMTS/LTE topics and overlapping work having UMTS session parallel) to LTE will not be efficient. In our view it would be more efficient to reserve some fixed time for UMTS SI/WI.
· Proposal: Reserve separate but limited time in the main RF and RRM/performance sessions (i.e reserve X time units per session) for UMTS SI/WI in RAN4 on need basis.
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