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1
Introduction

A new work item standardizing 2 GHz LTE band for Region 1 [1] was approved in RAN #64.  The WID specified the following two candidate band plans for Region 1 and RAN instructed RAN4 to form a consensus around one of the candidate plans in RAN4 #72:
· 30x30 MHz (1980-2010 MHz uplink and 2170-2200 MHz downlink)
· 90x90 MHz (1920-2010 MHz uplink and 2110-2200 MHz downlink)

Unfortunately, RAN4 did not reach a consensus during RAN4 #72.  Per the agreement in RAN #64, RAN now must decide on a band plan for Region 1.  In this contribution, it is proposed that the 90x90 MHz option, which is the preferred band plan for Region 1 operators and also the Region 1 licensee, be selected as the 2 GHz band plan for Region 1.
2
Discussion

In RAN4 #72, the group could not reach a consensus on either candidate band plan after a long discussion.  Now RAN must settle on a band plan for Region 1 so that the WI can progress forward.  While RAN deliberates on the issue, the focus should be placed on Region 1 needs, so that the right plan for Region 1 will be selected.  This contribution reports a couple of observations indicating the Region 1 preference.
Observation #1: Region 1 operators prefer the 90x90MHz option

At RAN4 #72 (based on the draft RAN4 chairman report), the following companies expressed their preferences for the Region 1 band plan:
1. Which companies support 2x30 MHz ? 

a. NTT DOCOMO, LGU+, SKTelecom, Apple, Qualcomm, CMCC, China Telecom

2. Which companies support 2x90 MHz ? 

a. Ericsson, Deutsche Telekom, Telefonica, Sony Mobile, Dish, KT, Softbank

While the preferences were about evenly split between the two options, Region 1 operators (Deutsche Telecom, Telefonica) preferred the 90x90MHz option.  It is also noted that the 30x30MHz option was not supported by any Region 1 operator.

Observation #2:  The Region 1 licensee, Solaris Mobile and DISH Network, prefers the 90x90MHz option

The Region 1 licensee of the band, Solaris Mobile and DISH Network, prefers the 90x90MHz option.  RAN has determined in the past to treat Region 1 and Region 3 separately on the issue [2,3]. We note that harmonization of the band in the two regions is one possible option that could be studied further within the Region 3 SI [3].  If RAN ignores the Region 1 licensee’s preference and selects the 30x30MHz option, then the Region 1 licensee, driven by its business needs, will be forced to introduce an operator-specific band plan of its preference and will still require a 90x90 MHz band plan. 

3
Proposal

It is proposed that RAN select the 90x90MHz band plan option for Region 1 given the preference of the Region 1 licensee and operators.
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