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1
Introduction
This contribution dicusses the possible phasing of feature introduction in Release 13 ,and proposes to consider potential intermediate Release 13 which would be RAN only (and LTE only) allowing LTE features to be Released also with faster than the regular 18 to 24 month interval if work is completed earlier.
2
Motivation to consider faster Release cycle 
The key motivation aspects for faster Release cycle are:
· Vendor R&D getting input (new features) with more evenly distribution in time domain for the R&D pipe
· 3GPP becoming more agile to react to market needs

· Essentail features for an operator, like new frequency bands, become available faster

· If a feature misses the previous Release milestone, there is not another 18 to 24 months to wait, but some 9 to 12 months only
In general the faster Release cycle has some challenges as well:
· There is need for more frequency ASN.1 review procedure, which needs somewhat more resources

· Intermediate Releses are suitable for RAN only features, since aligning 3GPP wide on a such a short notice would not be easy to implement (and trying that every 3 months would not seem feasible either).
3
Proposed practical approach 
The proposed approach is to start Release 13 “normally” as was done for Release 12. However the intention is to have after the first 9 months or so an evaluation point to indentify whether some of the features and corresponding work items are ready to be implemented in the specifications as “Release 13.1” Such an evaluation would be done by the RAN plenary and then RAN plenary would task the working groups to provide the CRs for the related features for the next RAN plenary. For RAN2 and RAN3 this would include CRs with ASN.1, with such a quality that ASN.1 could be backwards compatible.

A UE based on “Release 13.1” would support all Release 12 mandatory features and then the added Release 13 features for “Release 13.1” (subject to UE capability). Further Release 13 features from the “main” Release would be then supported by  a UE implementions based on the full Release 13. There would be Release indication provided by the UE to indicate which version of Release 13 the UE is supporting. 
Typically topics done under TEI would be intended for the full Release.

There are clearly features that are foreseen to be big already when a Release starts, thus those features should not even aim for the finalization in the intermediate Release, but would continue working during the full Release cycle, similar to the items in Release 12 such as WLAN interworking or small cell enhancements.

The approach with milestone for the intermediate Release is illustrated in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The concept of intermediate Release.

The approach is proposed for LTE only since with the HSPA work there is clearly much less resources involved in RAN WG2 HSPA work and the ASN.1 handling requires extra care in order not to repeat the problem encountered earlier (which causes several Release versions of 25.331 to be unusable due broken ASN.1).
The timeline is an example, with details subject to Release 12 finalization progress, as clearly for all the groups Release 13 work may not necessary start yet from September onwards.

3
Alternative possibilities
The current Release approach is definitely possible as well to be continued and while it allows only feature introduction every 18 to 24 months, depending on the Release size and content. The possibility to introduce a Release every 3 monhts has been also considered, but that would require clearly significantly bigger investment in the ASN.1 review effort and would impose also unnecessary extra efforts for regular maintenance work when introducing the new specification versions immediately after previous Release is created or completed, which causes more needs for shadow CRs. Also how to handle the SA/CT alignment in such a case would need to be resolved.
4
Conclusion
This contribution has discussed the possibility to introduce for Release 13 (and for the Release handling in general) a possibility for an intermediate RAN only Release, focusing on LTE only. 
Proposals:
1. It is proposed for TSG RAN to consider adopting a possibility for intermediate Release, with an evaluation point around mid of the Release to first determine whether there is enough content available for the intermeditate Release

2. If enough content is determined to be available for an intermediate RAN Release, the TSG RAN WGs would be tasked to procude coherent set of CRs for those features, including full ASN.1 which can be used for rolling out in the field and can be backwards compatible. (thus ASN.1 CRs need to create fully functional ASN.1 on top of the previous full Release than can be compiled and directly used)

